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U.S. to press Algiers over hijackers 

WASHINGTON (R) — Deputy Secretary of State John Whitehead said 
Saturday he would tell Algerian officials in a meeting next week that the 
hijackers of a Kuwaiti jet must be brought to justice. “We will set forth 
our views strongly," he told wire service reporters in an interview. 
Whitehead leaves Monday night on a trip that includes stops in Algeria, 
Tunisia, Morocco and P 3 ii$, where be will be pan of the U.S. delegation 
to a meeting of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. The United States and Britain were the fiercest critics of a 
deal tan mouth under which Algeria allowed nine hijackers to leave die 
plane at Algiers before the dawn release of their hostages. The two 
governments deplored the idea char the hijackers, who killed two hostages 
and put another 31 through a 16-day ordeal, could escape without- 
panishmcnt. There were reports that the hijackers would be allowed to go 
to Lebanon or Iran but Whitehead said the United States was still not sure 
if they had left Algiers and hoped to find oat more about their 
whereabouts. He stressed that his visit to Algeria — the firsi in his 
position as deputy secretary — was planned before the hijacking. 
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•~j£SLA men killed 

--BEIRUT i(AP) Two Israeli- 

- backed militiamen were killed 
' Saturday in South Lebanon when 

a .roadside .bomb exploded, 
^ knocking ont thetr armoured per- 
sonnel carrier, U.N. sources in 
.the area said. They said gunners 
:• of the Israeli-backed South Leba- 
'■ non Army. (SLA) mili tia re- 
■ sponded by shelling three. nearby, 
mages, but a casualty report was 
\ pot. immediately available. 

PLO envoy 
visits Cairo 

CAIRO (R) A Palestine Li- 
■ ; beration Organisation (PLO) 

- official arrived in Cairo Saturday 
ta brief officials on the PLO’s 

. improved ties' with Syria, Palesti- 
nian sources said. The envoy, 
•' . Ham Al Hassan, will also discuss 
other Middle East developments 
with Egyptian officials, the 
. : sources said. 

Pilgrims require 
meningitis protection 

RIYADH (AP) — Pilgrims 
travelling to Saucfi Arabia this 
.year will require vaccinations 
against meningitis, medical au- 
thorities announced Saturday. 

. Dr. Abdullah Al Anizi, director- 
general of the Ministry of 
Health ^Contagious and Parasitic 
Disease Department, said pil- 
grims should be vaccinated three 
weeks in advance. 

Turks detain 17 
Iranian guards 

' ANKARA (R) — Turkish, troops 
-/detained 17 Iranian Revolution- 
ary Guards who attempted to 
•'.-infiltrate into northern Iraq from 
Turkey, - official sources said 
.. . - .The '• armed Iranians. 

- 'were picked up early Friday m-a/ 
: mountainous area near the town 

Vi ef Semdinli in Hakkari province,, 
which borders both Iran and Iraq, 
tire sources said. Under question- 
v ing .by military authorities, the 
guards saiid tbey were trying to 
cross into northern Iraq to link up 
with Kurdish guerrillas fighting 
the Baghdad government, die 
sources said. 

Glaspie briefs 
Lebanese leaders 

BEIRUT (AP) — U.S. State 
Department emissary April Glas- 
pie Saturday briefed Lebanon’s 
Muslim leaders on efforts exerted 
by the American government to 
end the Lebanese crisis. “We as 
i. Americans are always hopeful we 
. can do something to assist all the 
.Lebanese to put an end to their 
tragedy,” Glaspie told reporters 
after a two-hour meeting with 
' acting Prime Munster Salim Hoss 
in west Beirut. Glaspie, who also 
-met Parliament Speaker Hussein 
Husseini, said her talks “centred 
on the ideas that the American 
government has been discus sing 
fn Damascus - and here in 
‘ Lebanon.” ... 

'Singapore asks for 
withdrawal of U.S. 
diplomat 

SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore 
has. asked Washington to with- 
draw a U.S. diplomat accused of 
interfering in the' South-East 
. Asian nation's domestic politics, 

- a Singapore government state- 
ment said Saturday. The state- 
ment also called on Washington 
to “put a stop to all such activi- 
ties.” A spokesman for the U.S. 
embassy here said the United 
States would withdraw First 
Secretary Mason Hendrickson, 
although it did not accept the 
basis for the Singapore govern- 
ment’s request. 

Indian air force 
grounds French 
. planes 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Three 
• French-piloted planes were 
forced to land in western India by 
Indian air fiance jets after one of 
the planes strayed off its declared 
flight path, the Times of India 
newspaper reported Saturday.. 
The Tunes, an independent daily. 


by Uni Air International, were 
forced down Thursday night near 
Xhmedabad , 800 kilometres 
.southwest of New Delhi, and 
remain grounded pending an in- 
vestigation. 


Uprising leaders 
urge Palestinians 
to boost protests 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Leaders erf 1 the 21-week-old Palestinian upris- 
ing in the occupied West Bank and Ga za 
issued a call on Palestinians Saturday to step 
up the anti-occupation revolt through in- 
creased protests and “more attacks on the 
enemy.” 


Palestinian- American Mubar- 
ak Al Awad, who is facing expul- 
sion from the occupied territories 
by the Israeli authorities, 
announced Saturday he was laun- 
ching a hunger strike to protest 
the expulsion order. 

Nine Palestinians were wound- 
ed Saturday by beatings and rub- 
ber bullets in sporadic clashes 



Watfi -sokfiers arrest a Palestinian woman in Ramaliah 


Bomb explodes at office of 
U.S. -owned firm in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — An ex- 
plosion blasted the offices of the 
U.S.-owned Avis rent-a-car com- 
pany in downtown Knwait Satur- 
day and witnesses said at least 
one person was wounded. 

The Kuwgit News Agency 
(KUNA) quoted an Interior 
Ministry spokesman as saying the 
blast caused “some damage” to a 
car rental office and the ceiling of 
the basement parking lot in the 
Al Dawliya complex. 

But be said there were no 
casualties. The spokesman did 
not name the car rental company. 

People living nearby said the 
explosion at the complex, a cen- 
tre for several travel agencies 
opposite tbe Meridieh Hotel, 
occurred at 7:23 a.m. (0423 
GMT). 

The explosion burned out tbe 
car rental office and damaged 
adjacent offices, eyewitnesses 
quoted by news agencies said. 
Broken glass and twisted metal 
littered the car park floor. 

It was the first bomb blast since 
April 27, the day after Saudi 
Arabia severed ties with Iran, 
when an explosion destroyed the 
offices of its airline Saodia. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the car park 


bomb. 

A group claiming itself 
“Kuwaiti Hizbol/ah" vowed 
Wednesday to start a holy war 
against Kuwait and other states in 
the Gulf. 

Hizbollah is the name used by 
pro-Iranian militants fighting for 
an Iranian-style Islamic revolu- 
tion in Lebanon and other coun- 
tries. . 

Kuwait has frequently been the 
target of bombs which the local 
press and diplomats blame on 
pro-Iranian militants. 

Nine bombs shook tbe country 
last year, including one outside a 
ticket office for the U.S. airline 
Pan American. 

The Iranians have fired several 
missiles into its territory and re- 
peatedly attacked its tankers in 
the Gulf. 

Pro- Iranian extremists hijack- 
ed a Kuwait Airways Jumbo jet 
April 5 and killed two Kuwaiti 
passengers before the drama en- 
ded in Algiers 16 days later. 

The hijackers demanded the 
release of 17 comrades jailed in 
Kuwait for a string of 1983 bomb- 
ings in which five people were 
killed. Kuwait refused to free the 


with Israeli troops in the West 
R ank and Gaza, hospital sources 
said. 

Tbe new call for increased pro- 
tests came in a page-long leaflet 
issued by a religious underground 
called “Hamas,” an acronym for 
the Islamic resistance movement. 

(Continued on page 5) 


King reaffirms firm stands 
in meeting with journalists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday met 
with world media representa- 
tives in Jordan and reaffirmed 
Jordan’s position towards the 
Palestinian problem and the 
Middle East conflict as outlined 
in a six-point memorandum 
handed over to U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shnltz last 
month. 

The Jordan News Agency, 


Petra, said the King hosted an 
iflar for the journalists and 
answered questions concerning 
all problems m tbe region and 
Jordan's stand vis-a-vis these 
problems. 

The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifal, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan AJ 
Qasem, Court Minister Adnan 
Abo Odeli and Information 
Minister Haiti Khasawneh. 



HM King Hussein 



CROWN PRINCE HOSTS IFTAR: His 

Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, dong with 
officers of the Armed Forces and Public Security 


and General Intelligence departments, performs 
Maghreb prayers at an iflar the Crown Prince 
hosted Saturday (Petra photo) 


Jordan urges Security Council to 
condemn Israeli thrust into Lebanon 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Jor- 
dan has denounced Israel’s recent 
incursion into Lebanon as a flag- 
rant-violation of Lebanon's 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity and called on the U.N. 
Security Council to condemn the 
Zionist state’s action and to deter 
it from committing further acts of 
aggression. 

In a special debate Friday, 
Lebanon asked the Security 
Council to protea it from Israel, 
which sent thousands of troops 
backed by tanks, helicopter 
gunships and artillery across the 
border earlier this week. 

“It is no longer permissible 
that Lebanon and its people 
should remain at the mercy, at 
the whim of Israel's politicians... 
or their expansionist ambitions,'’ 
Lebanese Ambassador Rachid 
Fakhoury told the council Friday. 

Addressing the Council, Jor- 
dan’s U.N. representative. 


Abdullah Salah, said Israel’s con- 
tinued acts of aggression rep re- - 
sent a defiance of the council and 
the international community at 
large. 

Israel’s collective punishment 
policies imposed on civilian 
populations of southern Lebanon 
represent an extension of the 
Zionist state's repressive mea- 
sures being practiced in the Arab 
territories occupied since 1967, 
Salah said. He said Israel was 
using all forms of atrocities and 
oppression in a bid to stifle the 
resistance and quell the uprising 
in the occupied territories. 

Israel’s act of aggression in 
South Lebanon is designed as a 
ploy to divert world public atten- 
tion from the atrocities being 
committed against the Palestinian 
people inside the occupied terri- 
tories, Salah noted. 

He said that the dangerous 
situation in southern Lebanon 


Ramadan reaffirms Saudi-Iraqi 
solidarity against Iranian threats 


BAHRAIN (AP) — A high- 
ranking Iraqi official has affirmed 
that Saudi Arabia and Iraq are 
closing ranks against Iran, the 
Iraqi News- Agency (IN A) re- 
ported Saturday. 

The agency quoted First Depu- 
ty Premier Taha Yassin Ramadan 
as - saying from Saudi Arabia, 
where he delivered a message to 
King Fahd, that the monarch 
affirmed the kingdom’s support 


for Iraq “in defence of its 
sovereignty against the Iranian 
aggressors.” 

Iraq and Iran have been at war 
for almost eight years, and Saudi 
Arabia ruptured its diplomatic 
ties with Iran April 26 after 
charging it with terrorism and 
subversion. 

Ramadan said the king empha- 
sised Saudi Arabia’s “keenness to 
place use all its potential to 


Jordan, PLO review 
contacts, peace effort 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) held a round of 
talks here Saturday as part of the 
ongoing consultations between 
the two sides, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. . 

The Jordanian side to tbe 
meeting was headed by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai while PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) 
headed the Palestinian side. 

During the meeting, held at the 
Prime Ministry, the PLO briefed 
Jordan on its contacts with the 
Soviet Union and Syria, Petra 
said. The briefing, made by 
Abbas, came upon a request by 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
the agency said. Rifai reviewed 
Jordan's stand towards Middle 
East peace as contained in a 
six-point document. His Majesty 
King Hussein presented to the 


United States during a visit in 
April to Jordan by U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz. Petra 
said. 

Abbas, who arrived here Fri- 
day, has been nominated to head 
the Palestinian side to the joint 
Jordani an-PaJestini an committee 
to support tbe steadfastness of 
the Palestinian people living in 
the occupied territories, Petra 
said. 

Saturday's meeting was 
attended on the Jordanian side by 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri, 
Occupied Territories Affairs 
Minister Marwan Dudln, In- 
formation Minister Hani Khasaw- 
neh and Interior Minister Rajai 
Dajani and on the Palestinian 
side by PLO Executive Commit- 
tee members Abdul Rahim 
Ahmad and Mohammad Milhem. 

Petra said the two sides agreed 
to continue the consultations. 


Shultz likely to visit 
Middle East in June 


would continue until Israel abides 
by council, resolutions and with- 
draw its troops from all occupied 
i^ab territories. 

‘ According to Fakhoury. about 
800 Israeli troops were still In 
southern Lebanon Thursday. 
Israel. said it withdrew all of its 
troops Wednesday. 

. Fakhoury said 3,000 Israeli 
troops and their Lebanese militia 
allies destroyed homes, orchards 
and crops and left homeless at 
least 500 families, including tbe 
entire population of Maydoun. 

“Such an operation cannot be 
merely an incursion,” Fakhoury 
said. “Indeed, it was an inva- 
sion.” 

Fakhoury said Lebanon wants 
the council to condemn tbe raid, 
demand that Israel withdraw and 
take steps to prevent further 
Israeli aggression. 

The council was to resume de- 
bate Monday. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz is 
planning a third shuttle trip to the 
Middle East in June in a fresh 
attempt to promote an American 
plan for peace in tbe region. 

A U.S. official said Friday a 
final derision was likely next 
week. Shultz would make stops in 
Israel, Egypt, Jordan and Syria, 
he said. 

Shultz would fly to the Middle 
East at the windup of the Moscow 
summit meeting June 2 and then 
attend a meeting of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation's 
(NATO) foreign ministers in 
Madrid June 9-10, said the U.S. 
official, who spoke only on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Two trips by Shultz to the 
Middle East this year failed to 
produce peace talks. But he re- 
fuses to give up. “Who’s afraid to 
struggle against odds?,” he said 
at the end of the last venture in 
April. “What am I saving myself 
for, anyway?” 

The State Department said Fri- 
day Shultz was still considering 


another trip to tbe Middle East 
despite ffie lack of success in 
poshing through the U.S. peace 
initiative. 

Spokesman Charles Redman 
told reporters that top officials 
continue to work on the peace 
initiative and that Ambassador 
Wat Ouverius has remained in 
the Middle East discussing the 
plan with all the major parties. 

“I see reporting telegrams ev- 
ery day in which these kinds of 
questions (about the peace plan) 
are being discussed. So we're still 
working on it.” he said. 

He also said that Shultz, who 
launched the initiative last Febru- 
ary in response to unprecedented 
violence in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
"keeps a dose eye on develop- 
ments as he derides what the next 
appropriate step might be.” 

Shultz has travelled to the re- 
gion three times in recent 
months to push tbe peace plan 
along but has not had much suc- 
cess. 


Former French hostage 
readmitted to hospital 


strengthen relations with Iraq... 
and also its solidarity in confront- 
ing aggression fairing the Arab 
Nation from the Iranian rulers,” 
the agency reported. 

Tbe Iraqi agency paraphrased 
the remarks by Fahd and Rama- 
dan, giving no direct quotes. 

Tbe message from Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein was deli- 
vered late Friday to Fahd in tbe 
(Continued on page 3) 


PARIS (Agencies) — One of 
three former French hostages 
freed after three years of captivity 
in Lebanon re-entered tbe hospit- 
al Saturday with nervous prob- 
lems, while the other two re- 
cuperated from their ordeal with 
their families. 

Marcel Fontaine, 45. a French 
diplomat who was released 
Wednesday by his pro-Iranian 
captors in Beirut along with fel- 
low diplomat Marcel Carton, 64, 
and journalist Jean-Paul Kauff- 
mans, 44, was advised by doctors 
to take a complete rest for at least 
48 hours. 

Fontaine's wife, Elaine, said he 
had been in good spirits since his 
release, but Friday night began to 
get very nervous. He saw a doctor 


Saturday who ordered a "period 
of decompression” in the Val de 
Grace military hospital. 

Fontaine, Carton and Kauff- 
mann returned to France Thurs- 
day and spent two days at Val de 
Grace undergoing extensive 
medical tests. All three were re- 
leased late Friday afternoon. 

A spokesman for tbe American 
embassy in Paris said U.S. offi- 
cials bad spoken with Fontaine 
for three hours about the nine 
Americans still being held by 
kidnappers in Lebanon. 

American Terry Anderson. - 
chief Middle East correspondent 
for the Associated Press, is the 
longest-held of the foreign hos- 
tages- Carton and Fontaine were 
(Continued on page 5) 



Mitterrand still favourite despite Chirac ( triple coup 9 


Francois Mitterrand 

By Douglas Hamilton 

Reuter 

PARIS — Socialist Francois 
Mitterrand, supremely confi- 
dent, remains favourite to win 
Sunday's election and become 
the first French president in 
modem times to secure a 


second mandate at the ballot 
box. 

But pollsters say the con- 
servative challenger. Prime 
Minis ter Jacques Chirac, has 
narrowed Mitterrand’s lead 
with a burst of dramatic action 
to impress voters in the last 
stage of the race. 

In the space of 48 hours, 
France won tbe release of three 
hostages held in Lebanon, res- 
cued 23 lawmen held by separ- 
atists in a New, Caledonia jung- 
le cave, and defied New Zea- 
land by ending the Pacific de- 
tention of a woman secret agent 
convicted of sabotage. 

The election rivals will sym- 
bolically bury the hatchet at a 
state ceremony Sunday as 38 
millioa French voters deride 
which of them will be president 
for tbe next seven years. 

The two contenders are due 
to attend the annual World War 
D .Armistice Day ceremony at 
the Arc de Triompbe in Paris 
three hours after voting begins 
at 8 a.m. (0600 GMT). 


Polls close at 8 p.m. (1800 
GMT) and accurate computer 
projections of the result are 
expected within a half hour. 

Their joint appearance will 
symbolise a political ceasefire 
at the end of an extraordinary . 
election campaign, which pitted 
an incumbent president against 
his own prime minister for the 
first time. 

Mitterrand, 71, a moderate 
socialist, was forced to share 
power in the final two years of 
bis 1981 mandate with ri^t 
winger Chirac, 55, after the 
Socialist Party lost power in a 
March 1986 general election. 
Rancour pent up over their 
two years of involuntary "coha- 
bitation” government was 
vented in the final stages of the 
campaign with mutual charges 
of lying to the nation. 

In the first round of the 
election April 24, which re- 
duced the field of candidates 
from nine to two, be beat Chir- 
ac with 34 per cent to 19.9 per 
cent of the vote. 


“Only my respect for demo- 
cracy prevents me from talking 
of a new mandate before Sun- 
day evening,” he told suppor- 
ters at his final, upbeat rally in 
the southwestern city of 
Toulouse Friday. 

At his final rally in Clermont- 
Ferrand, central France, Chirac 
underlined the “initiatives I 
have taken to restore respect 
for democracy and freedom and 
to combat terrorism." 

Appealing for every available 
vole, he warned that abstainers 
would have no right to com- 
plain if Sunday's result dis- 
pleased them. “To abstain is to 
vote for the Socialist candi- 
date,” Chirac said. 

‘Triple coup* 

Tbe liberation of the Beirut 
hostages after three years im- 
prisonment was unquestionably 
popular. Mitterrand carefully 
avoided echoing the suspicions 
of some in the Socialist camp 
who said cash ransoms and 


foreign policy compromises 
were the price. 

But commentators said Chir- 
ac’s “triple coup” was 
altogether too bold to gain the 
lasting admiration that could 
translate into winning votes 
Sunday. 

Chirac ended a gruelling 
campaign marathon Friday with 
a three-city tour in 12 hours and 
a satellite link with 100,000 
supporters in Paris. Former 
President Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing urged voters to back tbe 
prime minister. 

Mitterrand, mocking the ner- 
vousness of his rivals, said: 
“Those people are not confi- 
dent about the prospects for 
Sunday.” 

Although the finish is ex- 
pected to be much closer than 
the Mitterrand 55 per cent to 
Chirac 45 per cent forecast by 
opinion polls a week ago. atten- 
tion is already turning to the 
post-election period. 

Chirac is likely to step down 
Monday no matter what the 


outcome, as the resignation of 
the prime minister after a pres- 
idential election is a tradition. 

Mitterrand, if re-elected, 
says he would immediately 
name a new prime minister to 
head a broad coalition. “We 
(Socialists) are not numerous 
enough. We must have people 
from outside our ranks,” he 
declared in Toulouse. 

But if his government was 
voted down Mitterrand would 
have to dissolve and call a snap . 
general election. Dates in 
either June or September 
appear likeliest. 

Chirac, who has a four-seat 
majority in parliament, has 
stressed that France faces no 
such uncertainty if it chooses 
him as president. “There is no 
doubt about what I will do. I 
have a parliamentary majority. 

I can govern with it. I have no 
need to call any more elec- 
tions." 

Mitterrand's campaign pre- 
dicts a victory that will leave the 



Jacques Chirac 

conservatives in disarray. 

The right-of-centre vote was 
badly fractured in the prelimin- 
ary round, when far-right 
National Front leader Jean- 
Marie le Pen, campaigning on 
an anti-immigrant platform, 
stunned the nation by talcin g 
14.4 per cent of the vote. 
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A climber at Wadi Rum 


Hikers and cfimbers wander in the wonders of Wadi Ram 


Where only goats dare climb 


By Nqjwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Away of life for the 
bedouins in Wadi Rum has in- 
creasingly become a popular 
sport for mountain climbers from 
Europe. The first non-Arab to 
dimb the mountains ■ in Wadi 
Rum, Tony Howard, was recent- 
ly in Jordan to review his guide- 
book on the area and to discover 
treking trails as a means of prom- 
oting tourism in the region. 

Howard, who works for a 
manufacturer of mountaineering 
equipment, first contacted the 
Ministry of Tourism on the pros- 
pects of mountain climbing in 
Wadi Rum in 1984 after seeing 
“Lawrence of Arabia,” which 
was filmed in the area in the esqjy 
1960s. Ministry officials invited 
Howard and three other clim- 
bers. The ministry had already 
been looking info moontainc- 
limbing the Wadi Rum. 

Howard, who has been climb- 
ing for 34 years, described the 
area as “impressive” and "beauti- 
ful.’’ “Wadi Rum is completely 
different to other mountain 
areas. The rock is good, compli- 


cated and not straightforward. It 
is fascinating from the desert to 
the mountains as you are con- 
stantly finding unexpected fea- 
tures such as rocks with different 
colours and shapes, meadows of 
flowers on the tops of the moun- 
tains, and ibex (goats with , big 
horns) which are almost extinct 
now,” be said. 

He found that climbing in'Jor- 
dan combines both the difficulty 
and challenge of climbing cou- 
pled with adventure and excite- 
ment. “Those (mountains) make 
the best climbs,” he said. 

Ctimbing is not the only thrill 
that Wadi Rum offers. Howard 
found that living with the be- 
douins for a few nights was 
“magic." “Being in the wilder- 
ness, in solitude or with the be- 
douins, and riding camels are part 
of the safari adventure holidays 
which are becoming increasingly 
popular in Europe,” he said. 

Howard expressed concern 
over an intention for building a 
national wildlife park in Wadi 
Rum. “I agree it should be done, 
but 1 am concerned when it is 
done that it does not interfere 
with the lives nor impose restric- 


tions on the local inhabitants. 
Guidebook 


“I was so impressed that I 
thought there should be a guide- 
book,” he said. He returned to 
Jordan in 198S and 1986, spon- 
sored by the Ministry of Tourism, 
and in 1987 the guidebook was 
published. 

Two thousand copies of the 
guidebook have been printed, of 
which SOG have been distributed 
by the -Ministry- of Tourism and 
an additional 500 have beeh sold 
to other European countries. Ho- 
ward noted tire absence of the 
guidebook in Jordan. “Some 
climbers have come here expect- 
ing to find the guidebook, but did 
not.”. 

However, Howard has been 
satisfied with the feedback he 
received on the guidebook. 

In addition to the guidebook, 
Howard has been active in Eng- 
land promoting mountain climb- 
ing in Wadi Rum by organising 
lectures and slide shows for in- 
terested or prospective climbers, 
walkers and tourists. “There me 
not sensational numbers of tour- 
ists because climbing is a special- 


ised area,” he said. 

However, Howad expects the 
□umber of tourists to Wadi Rum, 
which to date numbers 100, to 
rise. “Climbers generate their 
own publicity.. Tins in turn will 
encourage walkers and the gener- 


al public,” he said. 

. According to him some of the 
best climbers, Doug Scott from 
Britain, Wolfgang Nairz from Au- 
stria, and Miguel Gallego from 
.Spain, have been to Wadi Rum 
and “have said that the best 






climbs were here.” 

The Ministry of Tourism has 
invited professional mountain 
guides from 12 European con- 
tries, who have brought with 
them tour groups of climbers in 
1987-88. Additionally, films on 
climbing the mountains of Wadi 
Rum have been made .by Au- 
strian, French and Swiss televi- 
sion. 

“Everyone is excited about the 
area .because it is new, and to find 
some .plate new. is unique to 
climbers who know the Whole' 
world. There are some mountains 
which "have not been climbed, 
•and that is exciting to all cfim- 
bers... to be the first to dimb it,” 
said Howard. 


A ca mel bac k trek on the colourful sands of Wadi Rum 


Howard and other climbers 
who have been in the region, 
have further promoted Wadi 
Rum by writing to specialised 
magazines on mountain climbing 
in Jordan. Howard was asked by 
Jasmine Tours in England to dis- 
cover trails for trekking. ‘We have 
been to Zarka, Petra and Sinai, 
and we are looking into old car- 
van trails from Shobak to Petra 
and toiAqaba.” 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

Koran 

14:28 Programme review 

14s25 Cartoons 

14£§ Children's scries 

1&85 Religious programme 

15:45 Ramadan puzzle 

1&00 Arabic play 

16=48 CookingprogramiDC 

17:88 Refigkms series 

17:38 Health and Fasting 

17:48 Arabic comedy 

1&35 — Ramadan contest 

IMS' Religious programmes 

1W5 Varieties and programme review 

28riM News m Arabic 

2®z38 Arabic series 

21:38 Puzzles from all over the world 

22:98 Historical series 

23dM News summary in Arabic 

23:18 Arabic series 

DJS Arabic play 


1&38 Date with a Star 

2fc98 Evening Show 

21:00 News Summary 

21:85 Evening Show comioued 

21:55 News Summary 

22M Evening Show continued 

23M News Summary 

23*7 News Headline 

24.-88 Close Down 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Plastic Art Festival by 30 Jordanian 
and Arab artists at Tower Building. 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720, 1323 KHz 


* Permanent book exhibition, at Tow- 
er Buildiiig, JabaJ Amman. 3rd Ciide. 


zafa, Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - I_30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays, lei. 
630128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening bouts 9.00 a.m. -4. 00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Td. 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


2 2: 39 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore ( 
23:80 Bangkok! 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


SERVICE CLUBS 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information 'depart- 
ment at the Queen Aim International 
Airport Tel. (OS) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18*8 Rue Carnot 

1&38 I.' Rente dcs Fans 

IM8 News in French 

19:15 Les Science a la une 
(documentary) 

19i38 .; News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

2fc08 News in Arabic 

2fc38 My Husband and f 

21:18 World in Flames 

2180 News in English 

4 22 : 70 Ohara 

23J8 Ridunan, Poonnan 


07:88 Newsiest 87:38 The Seven Ages 
erf Man 97:45 Reflections 87=58 Finan- 
cial Renew 88.-88 World News 8849 
Twenty-Fours Hours: News Summary 
08:38 Big Bands — The Singers 88:45 
Letter from America 99M Newsdesk 
0930 Jazz for the Asking IQriM World 
News 1849 24 Hours: News Summary 
18J8 Fran Our Own Correspondent 
1M5 Book Choice 18-36 Waveguide 
11:80 World News 11:89 Reflections 
11:15 Pleasures Yours 12dM World 
News 12M The Sunday Papers 12:15 
Science ht Action 12:45 Squaring the 
Triangle 1348 News Summary fol- 
lowed by Short Story 13:15 Classical 
Record Review 1&38 Religious Ser- 
vice 1448 World News 1449 News 
About Britain 14:15 From Our Own 
Correspondent 14:38 Musical Masters 
of the Baroque 15:86 News Summary 
followed by Play of the Week: Sar- 
cophagus lfcfO World News 16.-89 


* School exhibition, at Si, Inina Bint 
AJ Hussein School, Jabal Hussein. 


ft Painting exhibition by the Nazareth 
School students at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Twenty-Four Hours: News Summary 
l&JI Sports Roundup 16:45 The Tony 
Myall Request Show including at 1700 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 6610267 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 . 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 


The Amman Lions Ctnb. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions PUaddpUa CM). Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PMaddpbh Rotary dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1 JO p.m. 

Rotary Ctnb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal AatomobQc Chib. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 8I6S34, 
817534. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


Qfc20 Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

1840 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

10:4# Larnaca, Be din (IF) 

11:20 Cairo (MS) 

I2a» RomefAZ) 

14*8 Baghdad (1A) 

14:30 Bahrain, Doha, Sharph, Muscat 

(GP) 

1&80 Tripoli (LN) 

I5-J0 Damascus (add.) 

17s48 Jeddah (SV) 


1&28 Athens! 


1*15 Aqaba (RJ) I9J8 KuwmtfKl 


18:38 Kuwait (RJ) 

Hh40 Jeddah (RJ) 


ltfcSS Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:88 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


28:15 Sana'a (LH) 

22J8 Cairo (MSj 

PRAYER TIMES 


CHURCHES 


17:30 Los Angeles. Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

17:45 Cairo (RJ) 

18:88 Loudon (RJ) 

18:30 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

19*0 Paris (RJ) 

UH05 Frankfurt iRJ) 

19:15 Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19-J8 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

OtkSS Baghdad (RJ) 


05-J7 (Sunrise) Doha 

Dhnbr 

16:14 ‘Asr 

19£7 Maghreb 

26c56 ‘Isha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Amman Municipal Library 63711 1 

Umv. of Jordan Library 843555 


RADIO JORDAN 


8SS KHz. AM & 99 MHz FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz, SW 
Tel: 774111-19 


VIM 

07-38 


88.-08 


18M 


11. -85 

12. -88 

In Concert 

12*5 


1348 


1345 


14^8 

l-tli 


■ 14:30 


1540 


16.-88 


.16.-85 

16J0 


17:88 


18.-00 


1&85 

19M 

Rhythm and Blue 

Newsdesk 


News Summary 17:38 Jazz Score I8.-80 
Radio Newsreel 18:15 Concert Hall 
I9rt0 World News 19M Commentary 
19:15 Can Communism Cope? 1M5 
Letter from America 28*8 World 
News 2049 Reflections 20:15 Jazz for 
the Asking 28:45 Sports Roundup 
2149 Newsdesk 


Umv. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


MW 1260 & SW 720(7. 9565, 1174. 
11925 and 15210 Hz 


VIM News 07:18 VOA Meaning 8840 
News 88:18 VOA Morning 0MB News 
09:10 VOA Morning 18.-80 News 18:18 
New Horizons 18=30 Studio One Ife00 
News 19:10 Encounter 1930 Special 
English News & Features 2948 News 
28:10 Critic's Choice 20-JO Issues in 
the News 21.-80 News 21:10 Encounter 
21 :38 Special English News A Features 
22.-00 News 22:10 Sunday Report 22J8 
Music. U5A Standards 2340 News 
23: 16 The Concert Hail 2J*.» Editorial 
2448 News 00:10 New Horizons 8831 
Studio One 


“Children's Heritage and Sdeace 
Museum." Pun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a planetari um at the 
Haya Am Centre. Open all week 9.1)0 
a.m. - L00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. dosed on Friday. _ * 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 101) years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jctasb (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hows: 9 *** : 5 p.m. 
Year-round. 1>’ -.i/oO. 

Jordon * ^aeologicai. Mawmn: Has 
ai> excellent collodion of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal AI Oal'a 


quitics o( Jordan. JabaJ AJ (Jala 
(Qiadei Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.*5.QQ p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 1000 a.m. to 4.00 p.m ). 
Ooscd Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaflenr Contains a 
colkciion of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists bom most of tbe Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orient alia artists. Munta- 


5l Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of the Amnmri»tk« (Roman 
Catholic) JabaJ Luweibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

D* la Salk Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Ttirrasantu Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every 'Saturday at 5:30 
pjn. Tel: hZ2366 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdah. Td. 623S4I. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian CathnBc Church Ashrafieb, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh, Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieb, TcL 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets a] Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


89:18 Berlin. Larnaca (IF) 

lft35 Cairo (MS) 

11:40 Damascus (AZ) 

12t30 Baghdad (IA) 

1*30 Sharja. Doha (GF) 

li4S Kuwait (LN) 

14i35 Kuwait (KU) 

16.-68 Jeddah (SV) 

17:35 Athens (OA) 

18- J8 Damascus (add.) (KU) 

19- 25 Frankfurt (LH) 

20:15 Beirut (ME) 

22--8S Cairo (MS) 

01:88 London. Cairo (BA) 


Saturday rates 

Local scB/bny rates in fife 

Belgian franc 96.5 1 99.8 

Dutch guilder ...: 179.9/ 186.1 

French franc 59.4/ 61.5 

Italian lira 27.1/ 28 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 271.3/ 281.3 

Swedish crown 57.7/ .59.7 

Swiss franc 241.9/ 250.9 

U.K. sterling pound 630.9/ 653.5 

U.S. dollar 339.2/ 350.6 

W. German math 201.8/ 209.1 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Tmnlnal 1 ) 


WEATHER 


O&flO Aqaba (RJ) 

12--00 Vienna, New York (RJ) 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 8112951 

Rainbow Congregation (meeis at the 

Good Shepherd's Church! 
Intcrdenominational-ccumenial En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 pjn. tel. 
822605. Rev. Vefi. 


12--80 Vienna, New York (RJ) 

12.-08 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

I3J8 Cairo (RJ) 

2(h35 Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

2ft45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

28^8 Bahrain. Atw Dhabi (RJ) 

20:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

21:00 '.... Larnaca (RJ) 

21^8 Jeddah, Sana'a (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

22:15 Damascus (RJ) 


Tbe weather during the day will be 
rather fair and sunny with slight drop 
in temperature towards the evening. In 
Aqaba, the winds will be northwesterly 
moderate and calm seas. 


MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 13/27 

Aqaba 14/35 

Deserts .- 11 / 30 

Jordan Valley 21 / 32 
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The foUowing article is reprinted from the ISc 

magazine is published by the Gcneva-te^d The.Wdtoe Associa- 
tion, a philanthropic foundation established !!! jSw. ^ 

SELF-RELIANCE must be the 


SELF-RELIANCE must be the 
aim of both individuals and in- 
.stitutions: So goes tbe philosophy 
of the Society of Isaasb Al Usra 
(renaissance of the family) in thc 
West Bank town of Al Bireh. 

Tnnash Al UsTti, kllOWn tO 
many Palestinians and Arabs out- 
* side the occupied territories by 
the embroidery it markets, was 
set up in 1965, two years before 
the occupation. It is run by a 
dy nami c group of Palestinian 
Women, but there is no doubt 
that, just as the Society is now 
powered by its own recently 
purchased generators, the central 
powerhouse is Samiha Salameh 
■ Khalil, known to all as Umm 
Khalil. 

Through sheer force of perso- 
nality, Umm Khalil has pushed 
through fund-raising efforts and 
lobbied reluctant bureaucrats- to 
make fnaash Al Usra the estab- 
lishment it is today. Her activities 
have earned her many years 
under town arrest, unable even to 
trave l to see her childr en. 

Putting self-reliance into 

_ practice 

Inaash Al Usra was set up with 
a double agenda: To assist those 
made needy by war and occupa- 
tion, and to improve the status of 
women. Umm KbafiTs personal 
dedication is so great that, during 
one of the Society’s financial 
crises, when there was no longer 
any money to purchase food tor 
needy children under the Socie- 
ty’s wing, she went on hunger 
strike to publicise their plight. 

Although a successful fund- 
raiser, Inaash Al Usra wants to 
practise what it preaches. Many 
of its activities provide income-' 
generating opportunities for indi- 
viduals to stand on tbeir own feet. 
By the same token, the Society 
wants to stand on its own feet, 
without having to rely constantly 
on the generosity of donors. 

Through projects like its biscuit 
factory, iwnanh Al Usra has come 
some way along the route to 
self-reliance. In tbe long run, 
such productive activities should 
be able to sustain the Society’s 
charitable and cultural activities, 
and nearly 100 full-time em- 
ployees. 

Inaash Al Usra’s earliest pro- 
ductive project was in Pales tinian 
peasant .. era broidery t ",By . now, _ 
some 4,000 women in villages ana _ 
refugee camps have been dfawir 
into the project, which provides . 
work at home for them and die 
possibility to add to family earn- 
ings (some cover nearly 50 per 
cent of their family needs through 


to keep up with tfcihShd T^ioiK 
wide. j 

The biscuit enterprise was fol- 
lowed up by a ctotfong. factory, 
which also got off toa shaky start 
until, managers learned .bow to 
correctly assess ami meet market 
needs. By 1987, it was^ covering ! 
most of its costs. and employees 
had acquired the skfl&fo produce . 
the type of garments required by - 
the market. Managers had also 
come to grips with the timing of ! 
market needs, prodnemg dothes "v 
fox the whiter insummer and vice 


versa. 

The fact that projects may 
meet some difficulty at the start is 
no reason not to undertake them 
— deeds, not words, .insists Umm 
Khalil. Throughout* the. Society . 
has preferred to act first, and 
then present donors with results. 

By now, the Society's produc- 
tive activities — including manu- 
facture of home pcpducts mid - 
biscuits. embroideryj sewing and ; 
knitting — cover over two-thirds . 
of its expenses, Inaash Al Usra 
also plats for. a. third small indus-^ 
tty, a frozen food plant, whkh^f: 
poses a special challenge in terms - 
of the type of bmkfing and equip- 


Sodal and cultural activities 


Small industries _ 
After a shaky start, the Socie- 
ty’s biscuit factory developed into 
a profit-making enterprise, pro- 
viding, by 1986, full-time employ- 
ment for 17 men and women ami 
part-time work for another 20. 
The Society soon found that pro- 
duction did not keep up with 
demand — although in the sum- 
mer demand falls off with more 
fresh fruit on the market The 


- Inaash sponkjred^Sevezal soda! .. 
and cultural activities before set- 
ting up its small industries. It runs 
a kindergarten for som& 200 chil- 
dren up to the age of shL lt runs 
vocational tratning centres where 
women can learn -sewing, knit- 
ting, ami embroidery as wefi as 
training as secretaries arid as 
beauticians. Nearly 300. women . 
attend the centres riodtifeSedety ~ 
writmates that 80 per cent' find ; 
work after graduation. 

The Society bas : ; 'also ' been ' 
working to eradicate Qfiteracy 
among women in tpWris^'villages 
and refugee camps, and uses ; 
these centres to fmtiief anmial - - 
husbandry arid agricultural pro-. . 
ductioh. It has held ll bazaars, ^ • 
sales from winch also; .help to i 
cover costs. . 

Equally importantly, flie Sode- 
ty runs a major relief programme 
for families who have lost bread- 
winners to foe war : and occupa- 
tion, either through death or im- 
. prisonmenL Nearly l,0Q()femilies 
.are wmny - 

'to^mdmduak^cfii^^^ons - 
abroad. The Society also'helps to. 
fund university student -feck It 
established a home in 1984 for the 
daughters of martyrs, with hous- 
ing for some 150 guis between the :■ 
ages, of four and 18. .. 

Since 1972, tire Society has .. 
administered a colforal and folk- 
lore department and has brought 
out several- publications on folk- 
lore and so^- development. It. . 
has recently set up a Paie^iman 
museum which houses detailed 
displays of traditfoiial Palestinian 
homes. Its library contaiiB over. 
6,000 volumes, an occasidhal 
.journal is produced, andtbeSod- 
ety has a smaU folkloric troupe. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


‘Amman govemoraic 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

CSvil Defence Irttd .... 271299, 273131 

Gvil Defence Ouwcasueh 770733 

CSva Defence Deir AHa 57306 

Ambulance ; 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Qvfl Defence rescue £61111 

Bn headquarters 622090-3 

PoSce rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic pdSce. 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaxata 77112518 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


AMMAN: . 

Dr. Arafat Asbabab _ 
Dr. Add Dabdoob... 
Dr. Yoose/Horam 
Dr. Afcram Samtan 

Rras pharmacy 

Fottows pharmacy .... 
Al Asana pharmacy _ 
Nairoukh pharmacy .., 

Al fahni pharmacy 

Yacoub pbazmacy- . m 


TAXIS: 

Ahnun taxi ............. 

7MH taxi 

Khayyam taxi 

Cairo taxi ■„ 

Jordan taxi 

Kunfitaxi 


663911 

664476 

641541 

»...:J819157 
..... J..62305O 
841309 


HOSPITALS 


KBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Naqoun 
AI Sharaa’ pbmnacy 




HiBsem MedkaJ Centre ..... 
KbaKdi Matermiy. J. Anm . 
Akiich Maternity. J. Anm.. 
Jabal Amman Matendiy.... 

Maflus, L Amman 

Palestine, Shmeismi ....... 

Shmeisani Hospital ........... 

University Hospital 

Al-Mnasber Hospital 

The Islamic, AbdaH 

AkAfali. AbdaS 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen ...... 

Ai-Bastdr, J. Ashrafieb ..... 

Army, Marks 

Queen Afia Hospital 

Anul Hoepita] 


.81381302 

— 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
.. 664171/4 

— 669131 
. 845845/65 

667227/9 
. 666127/37 
~ 664164 16 
... 777101/3 
.775111/2 6 
. 891611/15 
. 602240/50 
674155 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mnfid Dbamra 

DnHHi pharmacy M . 


... 985522 

........ 985417 


GENERAL 


Jordan Tdeviaon „.„:„7731 11/19 

Raifib Jordan _774111/19 

Miniary irfToarfam 642311 

Hotel onmptaimg 666412 

Price compbinM -. .-. . . 661176 

Telephone fn lhr mi ilnn n 

Jordan and M lA fl e Eaitaib.'.'lw.. 10 
Ovcreeas'caHs tT : 

Repak service .ZZZZ.ZZZZ H 


UppetOower price in tils per kg. 

Apple (French) . .... — 400 / 360 

Appktgran) 450 / 400 

Apple (Lebanese) 300/250 

Banana 390/ 300 

Banana (Mokaunnar) 3007 240 

160/100 

Beans (broad)..... — 130/100 
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’mes family 


ffis M ajest y King Huswau has del eg a ted 
■ C*irf<Gtaiib*ri#l*i Prion Ra’ad Dw Za£d to convey bSs coado- 
*■ un ite death of (be late Wad Di’mes. 

- served as member* toe Upper 

Tfonse of PuribiniedL Heated In the West Bank town of Beit Jafal 
. ^htee he 'abce sored as mayor. 
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' AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
fector c tf the AgricuIturalDe- 
r ~paitaienLiirtIie Amman area wid 
' Saturday that aovaSance twnwi 
-operating in the' desert regions of 
the Kingdom have: not spotted 
- any swarms of locusts beading 

twaiifa the o n H itf i y , ~ 

■" These teams are in constant 
touch with the Ministry of A jgn- 
cultnre, providing continuous re- 
ports on the situation, the direc- 
tor said. 

The department director, who 
is also head of an ope ration room 
set up at the Ministry of Agricul- 
. hire to monitor die locust move- 
ments, said that the Jeddah re- 
gional centre for combating the 
pest has reported that no new 
swarms of locusts had invaded 
Saudi Arabian territory after May 
2, and that the locust invasion in 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt has vir- 
tually stopped. : 

Agriculture Minister Marwan 
Hmoud Friday c o nfirm ed that 
Jordan was free of locusts. 


He Said the ministry has 
formed specialised teams sta- 
tioned along the Jordanian -Saudi 
Arabian border to monitor the 
situation and to report to the 
operation room. . 

The Armed Forces and the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force are 
involved m arrangements to fight 
off the locusts if they enter Jorda- 
nian territory, the minister said. 
.. Specialists believe that a swarm 
covering an area of one square 
kilometre might contain up to 40 
million locusts which eat up to 
120 tonnes of vegetation. 

Locusts are kjaowu to have 
invaded vast areas of land in Afri- 
ca, and Asia, stretching from 
Mauritania in West Africa to 
Saudi Arabia in Asia. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
was alerted to the situation when 
three swarms of locusts were re- 
ported to have entered Saudi 
Arabian territory, reaching 
Tabuk, dose to the Jordanian 
borders. 


Ajloimi opens scientific 
book exhibition at JUST 


IRBID (Petra) — A scientific 
book, exhibition vras opened at 
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) by Universi- 
ty President Kamel Ajlouni. 

The five-day exhibition dis- 
plays thousands of books cover- 
ing all branches of medicine, en- 
gineering, c o mpu ters, and refer- 
ence books, encyclopaedia, dic- 


tionaries and guidebooks, which 
are useful for university students. 

Later Ajlooni opened an ex- 
hibition displaying different de- 
signs by students of the universi- 
ty's- Fine Arts Department. 

Several deans and professors 
and an audience of invited guests 
attended the opening cere- 
monies. 


Khaddam elected president 
of labour federation council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Unions 
has elected Abdul Halim Khad- 
dam as president of the federa- - 
tion’s Central Council and S amir 
Qarden as the federation's secret- 
ary gener al. 

Mazen Marita and Mohammad 
Baai Ham have been elected as 
first; aticT secodtf-'deOTtv -secret-' 


tunes general respectively. 

The federation's general 
assembly which convened Friday 
also elected 12 members to serve 
as federation Executive Bureau 
members anti] the end of 1990. 
The . federation includes 17 diffe- 
rent unions with more than 
'130,000 members. 


concludes visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Yugoslav 
pharmaceutical delegation . re- 
cently concluded a visit to 
Jordan. 

During the visit the delegation 
met with president of the Jorda- 
nian Pharmacists Association 


(JPA) President Tayseer Al 
Hemsi and dean of the Faculty of 
"Pharmacology al the University of 
Jordan, and discussed with them 
boosting cooperation in the phar- 
maceutical field and exchanging 
delegations between the two 
countries. . 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


CONDOLENCES: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Saturday assigned the director of bis office, Michael Hamarneh, to 
convey bis condolences to the Odeh family over the death of Dr. 
' Rifat Odeh. Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan Ghafel Hussein Saturday 
conveyed Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's condolences to the Odeh 
family. TV Odeh was president of the Jordanian Popular Committee 
for Solidarity with Iraq. 

TRAINING COURSE: A one-week training course in accounting 
and f in a nce for. non -financial managers began Saturday at the 
Jordanian Institute of Management. 

. ELECTRICAL SERVICES: The Irbid District Electricity Com- 
pany (IDECO) has started technical works to make electrical services 
available in Mcfradat, Hmeid and Al Kann villages in the Mafraq 
governorate. The. cost of tbe venture, to be completed in about two 
months, is JD 110,000. 

MAN SENTENCED: Tbe military court has sentenced Ahmad 
ShebH Hmeidan to eight years imprisonment and fined him JD 
15,000 for acquiring heroin. The sentence has been endorsed by tbe 
military governor. 

HEALTH CENTRE: The health department in the Mafraq gov- 
ernorate has started work on a project for the construction of a new 
building for the department and a comprehensive health centre. Tbe 
JD 97,000 project will be built on a 10-dunum area. 

Ramadan reaffirms solidarity 


(Continued from page I) 

Holy City of Mecca, where "the 
Saudi monarch is currently 
spending the latter part of the 
holy month of Ramadan. 

Ramadan told INA on his re- 
turn home that die king was keen 
to “consolidate the brotherly re-, 
lations between the two coun- 
tries.” 

“King Fabd has renewed Saudi 
Arabia’s support for Iraq in its 
holy defence of its sovereignty 
and territory and (said) that 
Iran's rejection of peace efforts 
and its continuation of the t war 
had proved its aggressive and 
expansionist pobey," Ramadan 
said. 

Iraq has praised Saudi Arabia's 
decision April 26 to cut diploma- 
tic relations with Iran. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein told the Egyptian magazin e 
Al Mussawarin an interview pub- 
lished Friday that the Sandi deci- 
sion was “a daring and_. 
courageous step... we call on 
each Arab and Muslim to follow 
suit." 


Describing his talks with King 
Fahd as veiy constructive, Rama- 
dan said they agreed on “tbe 
need to strengthen pan-Arab 
stands against the enemies of the 
Arab Nation, the Zionists and the 
Khomeuutes." 

Iraq reports shelling 

On the battlefront, Iraq ac- 
cused Iran of shelling the town of 
Darbandikhan in northern Iraq 
Saturday for a second consecutive 
day. 

A high command communique 
said Iraq would retaliate at tbe 
“proper” time. 

A military spokesman denied 
an Iranian report that Iraqi gun- 
ners bombarded the Iranian town 
of Baneh Friday night and killed 
two people. 

He told Reuters that Bagdad 
had not fired on any town since' 
April 20, when Iraq began- a. 
unilateral ceasefire in the war of 
the cities. 



Information Minister Hani Khasawneh Saturday 
meets with representatives of Arab League orga- 


nisations and Council of Arab Economic Unity 
officials in Amman (Petra photo) 


Khasawneh voices Jordan’s 
keenness to support CAEU 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Hani Khasawneh S3id 
Saturday that tbe Jordanian gov- 
ernment was keen on supporting 
and assisting tbe Amman-based 
Council of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU), which strives to achieve 
Arab economic integration and 
promote tbe work of the Arab 
common market. 

Jordan strives to promote col- 
lective Arab action, and through 
supporting the CAEU it hopes to 
achieve that goal, tbe minister 
said at a meeting with representa- 
tives of various Arab League 
organisations and CAEU senior 


officials. 

Khasawneh, who on Thursday 
resigned his post as CAEU 
Secretary General to which he 
had been appointed before be- 
coming minister, said that Arab 
League organisations should be 
helped to forge ahead and help 
the Arab nation confront the 
challenges of the modern age. 

He said the Arab League orga- 
nisations have been faring finan- 
cial crises due to tbe general 
situation in the Arab region. 
“But it is hoped that hardships 
will be overcome through 


perseverance and serious work 
and through cooperation among 
Arab states." 

The minister paid tribute to the 
great efforts exerted by the 
CAEU’s former Secretary 
General Mahdi Ubeidj and the 
CAEU officials. 

Arab ministers of economy will 
hold a meeting early next month 
to decide on Khasawneh ’s res- 
ignation and the appointment of a 
successor. 

Jordan has nominated former 
Minister Hassan Ibrahim for the 
post. 


interior Ministry, Sports City 
interchanges to open on May 25 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The two in- 
terchanges at the Interior Minis- 
try and the Sports City will be 
formally opened for traffic on 
May 25, Independence Day, at a 
ceremony to be held under royal 
patronage, according to a report 
in AJ Ra’i Arabic daily. 

The paper said that work on 
the Sports Qty interchange is 
almost completed, and requires a 
few more days for the finishing 
touches before it will be re- 
opened for traffic, but that the 
other interchange will need more 
days to complete. Greater Am- 
man Mumripality’s. teams are hard 
at work on asphalting the roads, 
helping the contractors with the 
final stages of the two projects 
which should be ready before 
May 25, according to toe paper 
quoting municipality sources. 

It said that workers are doing 
day and night shifts around toe 
dock to complete the work, and 
that toe Sports City interchange 


will be opened for traffic by the 
end of next week. 

Work on the two interchanges 
started in October 1985 and toe 
contract was for an Indian con- 
struction company to complete 
the work in 22 months, but 
amendments were introduced to 
toe projects later on, requiring an 
increase of 35 per cent or JD 
850.000, and an extended date for 
completion. 

This was in excess of tbe JD 5 
million, the original estimate of 
the project’s cost. 

The project involved the con- 
struction of overpasses and 
underpasses at toe Interior Minis- 
try roundabout and the Sports 
Gty junction, and realigning toe 
entrance to toe Sports City. 

The project at the Ministry of 
Interior roundabout involved an 
overpass linking tbe Queen Aha 
Street (towards the Sports City) 
with Jabal Hussein’s main Kbaled 
Ibn Al Walid Street, and a four- 


lane underpass connecting tbe 
Queen Noor Street (from the 
Third Circle to tbe Ministry of 
Interior roundabout) with Al 
Istiklal Street. 

Tbe project at toe Sports City 
junction comprised building an 
overpass, linking the Queen Alia 
Street with the University of Jor- 
dan Street and an underpass con- 
necting Sharif Nasser Street 
(from Shmeisani towards the 
junction) and toe Unknown Sol- 
dier Street (towards Zarka). 

The third project involved 
realigning toe existing ramp at 
toe entrance of toe Sports City, 
which required building a new 
access road, and rearranging tbe 
existing intersection at the entr- 
ance. 

The World Bank financed the 
project which was sponsored by 
the Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity. The Indian Uttam Singh Dng- 
al and Company of India carried 
out the project. 



Mottseguor Ra’onf Najjar 

Najjar 
takes over 
Bethlehem 
University 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Monsignor 
Ra’ouf Najjar from the Roman 
Catholic diocese in Amman has 
been appointed by tbe Vatican as 
President of Bethlehem Universi- 
ty in tbe occupied West Bank. 

He succeeds Michael Sab bah 
who had been appointed as Pat- 
riarch in Arab Jerusalem earlier 
this year. 

Najjar who leaves Sunday for 
the West Bank to take up bis new 
post holds a doctorate degree in 
law from Rome University. 

The new president was bora in 
Nazareth in 1932 and studied at 
toe local schools and later at toe 
Roman Catholic seminary in Beit 
Jala, on the occupied West Bank. 


Cabinet endorses 
agreement with Indonesia 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Saturday endorsed an agreement 
on cultural and scientific coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Indone- 
sia which was initialled last 
March. 

* The agreement provides for an 
exchange of. expertise and in- 
formation in all scientific and 
cultural matters that would en- 
hance ties between toe two coun- 
tries. 

Tbe Cabinet also decided that 
toe Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs Secretary General 
Abdul Sal am Al Abbadi should 


take part in a conference on 
peace which is due to open in 
Baghdad on May 25. 

A group of scholars and intel- 
lectuals from Arab and Islamic 
countries are to take part in toe 
three-day conference. 

The cabinet approved of a 
general plan for employment and 
administration at toe Jordanian 
Ports Corporation and toe Water 
Authority of Jordan for 1988. 

Tbe Cabinet also appointed 
Mahmoud Ibrahim as mayor of 
toe town of Samma in the Irbid 
governorate. 


Jordan takes part in 
Rome talks on diseases 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan took 
part in a meeting by a special 
committee studying diseases com- 
mon to man and animal which 
was held in Rome. 

Dr. Suleiman Qub'ain, director 
of toe Health Ministry's Primary 
Health Care Department, who 
attended the meeting, said that 
toe participants discussed dis- 
eases of this nature prevailing in 
toe Mediterranean region, and 
means of stemming their spread- 
ing and protection against them. 


Qub'ain said that he presented 
a working paper to the meeting 
featuring different diseases com- 
mon to man and animal in Jor- 
dan, and focusing attention on 
cooperation between different 
concerned authorities in the 
Kingdom to combat toe spread of 
infections. 

The paper, Qub’ain said, in- 
cluded Jordanian projects and 
studies in eliminating such dis- 
eases. 


Law proposes giving inmates 48-hour parole 


AMMAN (J.T.) — - A hew draft 
law on prisons in Jordan proposes 
granting inmates parole for 48 
hours for humanitarian reasons, 
according to a report in Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily. — 

The report said that there 
should be a bail for such action 
that can be approved only by the 


Interior Minister. The draft law 
also authorises the minister to cut 
short a prison term if toe inmate 
had served at least three Quarters 
of toe sentence in jail, and can 
order the release of a convicted 
person who bad served 20 years 
from his life sentence with hard 
labour, provided the inmate had 
displayed good conduct in jail. 


according to the report. 

The law which gives full details 
about tbe duties of prison war- 
dens and prison authorities, 
states that a person sentenced to 
death should be isolated from the 
other inmates day and night, and 
provides for medical treatment 
and other basic requirements for 
toe inmates. 


Cerebral Palsy Foundation to expand 
services to Karak, Tafileh and Ma’an 

CPF to open new 
centre in Salt in July 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation (CPF) plans to open a new centre in Salt 
in July 1988, to offer assistance to cerebral palsy 
victims in some 160 families, and a s imilar one in 
Karak, southern Jordan, according to CPF Presi- 
dent Fakhri Bilbeisi. 


He said there are similar p lans 
for opening two additional cen- 
tres at Tafileh and Ma'an. 

In cooperation with the Al 
Hussein Society for toe Rehabi- 
litation of toe Physically Hand- 
icapped, toe CPF wfl] start a 
mobile service, with specialists 
touring rural regions of toe King- 
dom, conducting examinations 
and diagnosing different cases. 
They are also expected to offer 
treatment and guidance. Bilbeisi 
noted. 

He said that work on a national 
integrated centre for examining 
children exposed to handicaps 
and diagnosing their cases mil 
start before the end of 1988. 

Tbe projected national centre, 
which is expected to cost JD 
500,000 will offer y variety of 
medical specialisations for di- 
agnosing and treating all cases, 
and will have a special unit for 
offering rehabilitation to victims 
of cerebral pdlsy, Bilbeisi said. 

It has become necessary to 


open this centre which, he said, 
can detect early symptoms of 
handicaps among children in view 
of an increase in the number of 
handicapped cases, Bilbeisi 
noted. 

He said toe CPFs four centres 
around toe Kingdom have ex- 
amined and diagnosed 3,200 
cases and it was found that toe 
earlier toe children are examined 
the better the chances are for 
their rehabilitation and complete 
cure. 

Nearly 29 per cent of the hand- 
icapped children examined by 
these centres proved to be free of 
cerebral palsy, but suffering from 
hereditary diseases which could 
safely be cured if diagnosed and 
treated before toe age of three, 
Bilbeisi noted. 

Tbe opening of tbe national 
centre is upon recommendation 
by a World Health Organisation's 
(WHO) team of specialists who 
■visited Jordan in 1979, Bilbeisi 


pointed out. 

He said tbe projected centre 
will have a unit for providing 
mental health services in addition 
to classes for children with diffe- 
rent disabilities in toe pre-school 
age. 

The CPF projects are financed 
through donations from indi- 
viduals and institutions in toe 
Kingdom and abroad, and helped 
by toe Health Ministry which 
provides doctors and specialists 
to conduct free medical examina- 
tions and treatment. The ministry 
also offers beds in hospitals for 
that end, Bilbeisi noted. 

He said that the Royal Medical 
Services help by conducting 
laboratory tests and surgical op- 
erations. The General Union of 
Voluntary Societies and - the 
Ministry of Social Development 
offer toe CPF different forms of 
assistance. 

The CPF, which was estab- 
lished in 1977, requires at least 
JD 150,000 annually to cover toe 
expenses of treatment for cere- 
bral palsy victims, who are on toe 
increase every year. Bilbeisi 
noted. 

He said that last year toe CPF 
examined 1,088 children and car- 
ried out 40 surgical operations. 


Jordan 

marks 

anniversary 

ofICRC 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan 
Sunday marks the 125th 
anniversary of tbe International 
Committee of toe Red Cross 
(IGRC) as a worldwide indepen- 
dent humanitarian organisation. 

On toe eve of toe occasion Dr. 
Ahmad Abu Qoura, President of 
the Jordanian National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS) said that 
the ICRC now comprises 250 Red 
Cross and Red Crescent societies 
in 145 countries of toe world, 
grouping more than a million 
members. 

He said these societies are 
grouped to cany out humanita- 
rian services to different nations 
especially daring wars. 

These countries have signed 
agreements in Geneva pledging 
to respect and protect toe victims 
of conflicts, Abu Qoura noted. 

He said this year’s occasion 
coincides with tbe JNRCS's 40th 
anniversary, and plans have been 
made for different activities in 
Jordan, including toe opening of 
a health centre and graduating 
groups of people who have been 
trained in providing first aid. 

The- activities also include lec- 
tures, and voluntary work to 
highlight the work of the JNRCS 
and the need to increase blood 
donations. 

The Geneva-based ICRC was 
founded in 1863 by Henri Dunant 
and four of his friends. 

The original purpose of the 
committee was to assist wounded 
soldiers on toe battlefield. 

The present activities of toe 
ICRC consist in giving legal pro- 
tection and material assistance to 
militar y and civilian victims of 
wars. 



Dr. Ahmad Abo Qonra 

Tbe ICRC promoted the 
foundation in each country 
national committees of the Red 
Cross, which later became toe 
National Societies of the Red 
Cross and National Societies of 
toe Red Crescent in Islamic coun- 
tries. 

As well as providing medical 
aid and emergency food supplies 
in many countries, the ICRC 
plays an important part in in- 
specting prison conditions, and in 
tracing missing persons. 

The ICRC endeavours to pre- 
vent and alleviate human suffer- 
ing around the world, to protect 


life and health and to ensure 
respect for human rights. 

In the course of its service, the 
ICRC makes no discrimination as 
to nationality, race, religious be- 
liefs, class or political opinions 
and does not take sides in hostili- 
ties or engage in controversies of 
a political, racial, religious or 
ideological nature. 

The ICRCs work is financed 
by a voluntary annual grant from 
governments, parties to tbe 
Geneva Convention; voluntary 
contributions from National Red 
Cross societies and by gifts and 
legacies from private individuals. 


Jreisat: Jordan produces 500 bpd 
of crude oil from Hamzeh Fields 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan at 
present produces some 500 bar- 
rels-per-day of crude oil from its 
Hamzeh oil fields but imports 
59,500 barrels every day from 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq to meet 
tbe domestic requirements, 
according to Natural Resources 
Authority NRA President Kama] 
Jreisat. 

The NRA is enlisting toe help 
of big oil companies to find oil in 
a number of regions and will 
continue to work diligently, to cut 
the Kingdom’s annual oil bill, 
Jreisat said in an interview with 
Al Dustoux Arabic daily pub- 
lished Saturday. 

Knee 1947. Jordan has enlisted 
the help of eight different oil 
firms to prospect for oil in toe 
country, but so far they all have 
foiled to find oil in commercial 
quantities, Jreisat added. 

The search for oil in toe King- 
dom started in 1947 when agree- 
ments were signed with a number 
of foreign firms and several wells 
were drilled on both banks of toe 
River Jordan, but no positive 
result was achieved, Jreisat 
pointed out. 


“But these oil firms have vast 
experience and can provide toe 
machinery and skilled manpower 
to help cany out fast exploration. 
For this reason, their work is 
needed to help toe Kingdom find 
oil," Jreisat added. 

According to Jreisat. Jordan 
produces some oil and gas from 
Azraq but most of the gas is 
produced from the Risbe Fields 
close to the Iraqi-Jordanian bor- 
ders. 

Exploration at Risbe region did 
not reveal toe presence of any oil, 
but disclosed toe existence of gas 
at a depth of 2,663 metres. 

So far the NRA has pumped up 
12 million cubic metres of gas 
annually but the wells could be de- 
veloped to produce up to 15 
million cubic metres annually, 
Jreisat noted. 

In March the Ministry of Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources 
announced that toe discovery of 
large quantities of natural gas in 
Al Risha area delayed toe execu- 
tion of toe second phase of the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Statioo 
until next year. 


It said that oreliminarv indica- 
tion calls for further planning and 
more long term studies with toe 
aim of diverting toe Jordanian 
economy towards tbe use of natu- 
ral gas. 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Hisham Al Khatib 
announced last month that Jor- 
dan will start using natural gas 
from Al Rishe Fields for power 
that generation early next year. 

Addressing the third Jordanian 
geological conference in Amman, 
Khatib said: “The coming decade 
is expected to witness a new, 
major transformation in the de- 
velopment of tbe Kingdom's 
mineral resources, specially oil 
and gas which would help cut 
down on the country's fuel bill." 

Jreisat said that through the 
technique of remote sensing toe 
NRA has been able to discover 
Al Rishe Gas Field Number 
Three with toe help of an Amer- 
ican specialist. 

He said toe NRA plans to 
establish a special remote sensing 
unit to help in the work of oil 
exploration in tbe Kingdom. 
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AJ Ra'i: Collective national work 


IN his iftar banquets held in different governorates. King Hussein has 
displayed his keenness on reminding Jordanians of the need for 
collective national work. This work is welcomed by all because it 
constitutes the core of Kingdom's mission and reflects its basic 
principles. The most important aspect of this basic work is total 
commitment to the constitution, in form and essence, because this 
constitution provides for equality for all citizens before the law. 
Adhering i? the constitution is a must, since it forms the pillar for 
national action, li should be said also that Jordanians should preserve 
their national unity which is indispensable in any successful national 
move. Any action which is net in harmony with the concept of 
national unity could not be considered national or serving the nation. 
No one has the right to consider himseif or his group as a national 
force, different in status or objectives from other groups in the 
country. Only through useful and national action can one be rightly 
considered as belonging to his country and his Arab Nation. But this 
useful work requires close cooperation among all citizens, and 
between the public and the sraie's different institutions. As King 
Hussein said national action is linked to the people's adherence to 
and respect f>f their constitution, and lies in their endeavours to 
preserve the national unity. 


AJ Dusrour: Uprising grows stronger 


AS the Palestinian people's uprising in the occupied territories today 
completes its fifth month, one can see that it is far stronger and more 
effective than at any time in the past. The people of Palestine have 
become more confident of their future: and through their determina- 
tion, they are more optimistic that their just struggle and their gre 2 t 
sacrifices w ill tear fruit. The uprising over the past months prompted 
the whoie world to recognise the just cause and the legitimate 
struggle of the oppressed people of Palestine. This uprising gives us 
hope that the long figh; for freedom will eventually bring about a real 
change in the course of the whole struggle against the occupation 
forces. It has become clear that no matter how ferocious the enemy is 
and regardless of oppression and terrorism, the oppressed people can 
and wi|J continue the struggle and maintain their steadfastness. The 
one and a half million Arabpeople under Israeli rule are uniting their 
forces for the sole objective of liberating themselves and their lands 
from Israeli rule. This steadfastness on the pan of our people in 
occupied Palestine calls on the Arab countries to extend help and 
support to their kinsmen. This uprising should be helped to bring 
nearer the end of the long occupation of the Arab land and freedom 
for the oppressed people of Palestine. 


Sawt AJ Shaah: Israeli deception 


ISRAELI government leaders have either been split over the new 
incursion of their forces into Lebanon or arc playing different roles 
with the aim of deceiving world public opinion. Whether the Israeli 
leaders continue to present a distorted picture to Lite world about 
the situation in the occupied Arab territories through their different 
statements., or continue to ucfv the international community's will 
with regard to the Palestine question, they can by nc means change 
the realities in ihe occupied territories, nor can they help brighten the 
image of Zionism abroad. Ever if the Israelis succeeded in obtaining 
all the weapons in America's arsenals and despite their alliance with 
the so-called South Lebanese Army, they cannot stifle the spirit of 
resistance among the Lebanese who have taught the Israelis 
unforgettable lessons. The .Arab Nation, which is confronted by 
Iran's aggression from the East and Israel’s atrocities in the west, 
should ici'i its forces and unify its ranks to thwart the ambitions of 
ibese enemies and end their aus/virion. 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 



of banking interest 



AN interesting 3-hour seminar was held at the Central Bank of 
Jordan last Wednesday and attended by top managers and 
representatives of all commercial banks and finance corporations 
operating in the country. The seminar was co-sponsored by the 
Central Bank (CBJ) and the United States Agency for Lite nation- 
al Development (USAID), and chaired by the deputy governor of 
the Central Bank, Dr. Maher Shukri- 


iSRAEL’s expulsion order against Mr. Mubarak Aw ad brings 
up some pertinent questions, which both Israelis and Amer- 
icans should address, as the Palestinian uprising moves along in 
its fifth month, and the Palestinian death count reaches dose to 
200. It is important for the Americans and for Israelis that 
Israel is a democracy, and this fact is brandished about with 
much fervour as one reason for the massive and virtually 
unquestioning support which the United States provides for 
Israel. For the Israeli government to expel Mr. Awad for his 
actions in the defence of such democratic principles as wanting 
to live in freedom in one's own land, and to be rid of an 
occupation by a foreign country, should raise questions about 
the true nature of Israel’s democracy — though, we suggest, 
such questions would be the wrong ones to ask. 

Israel’s democratic or other attributes may make interesting 
discussion points in state legislatures in the .American midwest, 
or rhetorical points in the speeches of American presidential 
candidates, but the debate about Israel's behaviour in the 
occupied Palestinian territories should be conducted on the 
basis of the Tacts. To judge a country — or to put up with a 
country’s behaviour — according to one’s preconceptions of 
that country's founding principles, seems to as rather in- 
appropriate. 

The facts of the moment are that Israel coat Ir.ues to take 
measures which aim, in their cumulative totai.-Sy, to deny ihe 
Palestinians their right to live as free people in their own 
country, or to enjoy the rights that all other people in the world 
are entitled to. Mr. Awad is one of many symptoms and 
symbols of the Palestinian uprising: be is not, as the Israelis 
would like to portray him, a leading cause of the uprising. And 
he Is not, as the Americans might be tempted to think, a litznus 
test of the struggle in Israel and in Israeli-occupied territories 
between the democratic basis of Israeli society and the need to 
resolve political disputes through political means. Mr. Awad 
gets some extra atteniion because be carries an American 
passport, and therefore is supposed to fall under the protection 
ol the American government — the same government that 
finances the Israeli state which wishes to expel Mr. Awad. 
Democracy is great stuff; rough occupations which result in 
thousands of deportations, and hundreds of deaths, and tens of 
thousands of imprisonments, are bad for the human spirit. The 
two should not be confused, even when Americans and Israelis 
are ‘involved. 


The subject of debate was "Interest rate liberalisation: The 
experience of the United States." The deliberations were about a 
possible change of monetary policy in Jordan in the direction of 
interest rates deregulation, or floating of interest rates. 

USAID furnished a main speaker. Dr. David Willey an advisor 
to Morgan Stanley International Inc., and a discussant. Mr. Jali] 
Shoraka, president of the Aries Group, both know very little about 
the Jordanian economy while the Central Bank furnished three 
other discussants. Dr. Michel Marto, director general of the Bank 
of Jordan and a ex-central banker, Mr. Basil Jardaoeh, managing 
director of Jordan Investment and Financial Corporation, also an 
ex-central banker and Dr. Uroayya Tukan. head of the Central 
Bank’s research department. 


The presentations were followed by a lively round table 
discussion which was both frank and impressive. 

The trend of discussion was clearly against the status quo. 
Arguments ranged between calls for full fledged deregulation 
supervised by the Central Bank and more flexibility towards market 
forces. Not one of the official speakers defended the present 
situation or called for preserving the current financial regulations. 

Munzer Fahoum. however filled the gap and presented forcefully 
the case for regulation and the imposed ceiling for interest rates. 


Fahoum of course reflects the position of the Arab Bank which is 
by far the largest and strongest bank in Jordan and undisputed 
leader in the field. 

Fahoum. the assistant director general of the Arab Bank, warned 
that before deciding on deregulation we should deride on the 
ensuing scenario of such major step. He provided one: 

Interest rates on deposits will go up from seven per cent now to 
between 14 and 15 per cent. Interest on lending will shoot up from 
the current nine per cent to between 17 and 18 per cent. Banks with 
high liquidity wfll be able to lend money to the best available 
borrowers at a slightly lower rate but they will have no alternative 
except to raise their interest payable on deposits in order to protect 
their share of the market. Smaller and weaker banks will Jose 
money and may become insolvent. The Central Bank will not be able 
to influence interest rates and bring them back to reasonable levels 
because the market is very thin and alternative financial instru- 
ments are not available, 

Fahoum concluded that the present situation was quite comfort- 
able: Banks were making money, depositors were getting a high 
real interest rate, and borrowers were financed at reasonable rates. 

This scaring scenario could be challenged from various stand 

points: 

First, it was ironic that the Arab Nank, from all banks, is taking 
the position of defending the interests of small banks. The 
American experience proved that smaller banks did better under 
deregulation than the giant ones. However the small banks can 
merge into larger banks if they so wish, and they know better where 
their interests lie. 

Second, (here is no evidence whatsoever that the interest rates 
will double under deregulation as Fahoum bad warned. Other 


experts believe that they may go up a Btttel Wt at 1 

decline later on, as long as we are starting from a high leve real 

interest rates. . T „ il. 

Third, this analysis assumes a static situation. Iv i red [ hfc : the 
market forces will work to adjust and lower or rase the rates 


mantei rorces wui wuin. - , . , nr 

through supply and demand factors, when the interest rate or, for 
that matter, any price becomes too high or too Jo - 
Fourth, it is not true that the thinness of the market tends to 
weaken the ability of the - Central Bank to ntafteue and 
influence the market rates. The opposite may be the case. 
market the Central Bank can readily influence the rates at a tower 


cost. 


Fifth, if the interest rate on certain high nsk loans may rise, the 
interest rate on other lower risk loans may decline , thus aeanng a 
wide variation of rates to reflect the relative nsk involved. i tie 
present unification of interest rate chargeable to loans makes credit 
unavailable to projects with high productivity and nsk. Perttaps tnat 
is why agriculture has to depend on the black market for funds and 
pay an effective rate well above 20 per cent. 

Sixth, the Central Bank is becoming very flexible on its exchange 
rates policy and that is not compatible with a ngid interest rate 
policy. Interest rates are supposed to respond to exchange rales 
expectations to guarantee stability and prevent distortion. 

Tbe status quo may be comfortable to the Arab Bank bat it is 
.definitely uncomfortable to the banking system and to the national 
economy as a whole and is causing the misaliocation of resources at 
a large scale. 

The most important outcome of the seminar is that the arguments 
for the cause of rigid regulations were spelled out, perhaps for the 
first time, and we realised that they were unfounded. 



By Helen Womack 

Reuter 


KABUL — Mikhail Leshchinsfcy, 
Soviet television’s correspondent 
in Kabul, says he is expiating the 
guilt of journalists including him- 
self for whitewashing events in 
Afghanistan before the era of 
glasnost. 

Leshchinsky. one of the most 
famous faces on Soviet TV. told 
Reuters in a recent interview in a 
Kabul hotel that the way Afghan 
war veterans were often neg- 
lected when they returned home 
appailed him. 

“The press is partly to blame 
for this. For five years, we did not 
tell the truth, we told fairy tales,” 
said Leshchinsky. who during (he 
first five years of the Afghan war 
broadcast to the Soviet army at 
home and abroad from Moscow. 

“I also did not tell the troth 
because I did not know what was 
going on, I was forbidden to 
travel to Afghanistan to find 
out.” he said. ‘'But f have been 
able to pay back some of my guilt 
in my three years here. It was my 
duty to Soviet soldiers and their 
wives and mothers.” 

In the first years after Moscow 
sent troops into Afghanistan in 
1979. the Soviet media spoke 
only of young men “fulfilling 
rheir international duty" and 
gave the public no idea of what 
the conscripts were experiencing 
in their joint fight with the 
Afghan army against Muslim re- 
bels. 

Bodies came home to be buried 
under gravestones which made no 
mention of where and bow the 
person died. Only from the age 
and date could one deduce that it 
was probably another Afghan vic- 
tim. The burials were typical of 
the way the whole question of 
Afghanistan was swept under the 
carpet. 


ing soldiers, many of whom paid 
with their physical and mental 
health for the Soviet intervention 
there. 

Leshchinsky. 45. who exudes 
machismo as he moves around 
Kabul wearing a khaki suit and 
reflecting sunglasses, went to 
Afghanistan in 1985, the year 
Gorbachev came to power, to 
replace veteran television corres- 
pondent Vladimir Fadeyev. 

*T came with new ideas on the 
problems of Afghanistan and 
Soviet soldiers here. I was a new 
face for the new poetics," he 
said. 

Not everybody appreciated his 
showmanship, however. 

One Soviet newspaper, in a 
recent critique of press coverage 
of Afghanistan, contained a com- 
plaint about correspondents who 
liked to give tbe impression that 
bullets were flying around them. 

It did not actually name Lesh- 
chinsky but he acknowledged it 
was meant to target him when he 
said that his colleagues at home 
sometimes criticised him out of 
envy. 

The weekly Sobesednik 
quoted a soldier who had re- 
turned from Afghanistan as 
saying: "The commentator would 
be sitting in an armoured person- 
nel earner, gasping into the mic- 
rophone, ‘listen to the shooting,’ 
while a worn-out raiding party 
would have to fire into the air to 
imitate a battle.'* 

Paratroopers at a base on the 
edge of Kabul, who publish their 
own news bulletin three times a 
week, were critical about Lesh- 
chinsky in talks with reporters 
visiting, tbe base. 

Seen everything 


Dari, the local language, he said 
he got around using Russian and 
English and he and his camera- 
man went everywhere without 
bodyguards — even to the bazaar 
where Soviets are advised not to 
walk alone. 

“I have seen everything — 
death, blood." he said. “The 
worst is not the fighting because 
it's a soldier's job to fight but 
when you see peaceful people 
die. Every time a plane with 
civilians has been shot down, it 
has affected me badly." 

For the ordinary soldiers, 
Leshchinsky said. Afghanistan 
was a hard school which pro- 
duced quick maturity and surpri- 
singly high morale. 


“In Moscow, there are all sorts 
of youth groups like the rockers 
but they're just hooligans, boys 
who don’t know who they are.” 
be said. 

“Here the boys grow up. They 
learn that in .Afghanistan if you’re 
lazy or undisciplined, you’re the 
first to die." 

He added that he was afraid 
not all Soviet soldiers would 
reach home safely after the troop 
withdrawal began on May 15, as 
Muslim rebels were likely to 
attack them on tbe road out. 

■ “For eight years, the rebels 
have been telling us to leave 
Afghanistan and now they are 
hampering our departure,” he 
said. “It’s still too early to re- 
joice. Many problems lie ahead.” 

Asked whether he thought 
Moscow had been wrong to send 
troops into Afghanistan, Lesh- 
chinsky said it had been a mistake 
to take a military approach to the 
country's problems. 


New politics 


But with the dawn of Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev's glas- 
nost (openness) policy, tbe Soviet 
media began extending and 
deepening its coverage of Afgha- 
nistan. 

Now newspapers say openly 
that Moscow made mistakes in 
Afghanistan and describe the 
j readjustment problems of return- 


\ 


But a British television crew, 
who said they bad seen bis re- 
ports on the lifting of tbe siege of 
Khost, praised bis professional- 
ism, saying he produced impress- 
ive viewing. 

Leshchinsky said he and his 
correspondent wife Ada Petrova 
made about 200 reports a year for 
the evening news programme 
Vremya (time), a quarter of 
which concentrated on the prob- 
lems of Soviet soldiers and the 
rest on political events in Afgha- 
nistan. 

Although he did not know 


For the future, he thought an 
ideal solution would be the return 
of the king, Zahir Shah, as a 
figurehead for an administration 
run by current Afghan President 
-Najibuliah. 

*'I have regular contacts with 
Najibuliah. He is a literate politi- 
cian. He has a future.” said Lesh- 
chinsky. 

"'Die main thing is to avoid a 
second Iran," Leshchinsky 
added. Muslim fundamentalism is 
in nobody's interests. Just as it 
was wrong to try to impose social- 
ism on Afghanistan, so it would 
be wrong to impose Islam.” 


Takeshita still trying to 
break of Nakasone mold 


By Steven K. Paulson 

The Associated Press 


TOKYO — In the short six 
months Prime Minister Noboni 
Takeshita has been in office, he 
has weathered two political 
crises, solved at least one major 
trade issue and visited half a 
dozen countries. 

On the other hand, trade dis- 
putes with the United States and 
Europe linger. Takeshita faces a 
long wrangle over tax reform and 
hasn’t been able to break out of 
the mold established by his pre- 
decessor, Yasuhiro Nakasone. 

Takeshita’s critics call his 
adherence to Nakasone’s policies 
his one big failure. But an admir- 
er like Seizaburo Sato, an adviser 
to the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party, said this is natural because 
Takeshita was devoted to the 
policies as Nakasone’s finance 
minister. 

“Takeshita occupied many im- 
portant positions in the cabinet 
and the party, and he is commit- 
ted to the policies of Nakasone,” 
Sato said. 

But there are signs that 
Takeshita finally is heading off on 
his own. 

“I think be has not yet found 
his own way of solving problems, 
but he is on his way.” said Rei 
Shiratori, professor of political 
science at Tokai University. 

To build up his international 
reputation. Takeshita. 64, has 
undertaken an ambitious sche- 
dule of trips abroad. His political 
backers have also issued booklets 
in five languages, describing 
Takeshita and bis accomplish- 
ments. 

On the move 



amkmard moment 


i 


By W. Dale Nelson 
77ie Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Americans 
love to make fun of the occupants 
of the White House, and Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and wife 
Nancy have just given them an 
excuse. 

What the killer rabbit was for 
Jimmy Carter and the bump on 
the head wax for Gerald Ford, the 
signs of the zodiac may become 
for Reagan. 

Actually, not much of an ex- 
cuse is needed to make Amer- 
icans faugh about presidents. 

Lyndon Johnson was subjected 
to endless jokes just for pulling 
up his shirt and showing his scar 
from gall bladder surgery. Abra- 
ham Lincoln was a figure of fun 
because of his habit of telling tall 
stories. Richard Nixon drew guf- 
faws for dressing up White House 
guards in uniforms reminiscent of 
a comic opera. 

Or.ce in a while, though, some- 
thing happens that strikes the 
public funny hone with special 
impact. 

fc Killer rabbit’ 


spring afternoon in 1979 when he 
told some of his aides, gathered 
on a baicony of the White House, 
about his encounter with a swamp 
rabbit as he fished in a pond on 
his farm. 


bcnaviuur ui town half meetings, 
press conferences, and meetings 
with editors." 


clumsiness a staple of their sar- 
castic routines. 


Carter said the animal was his- 
sing and gnashing its teeth and 
seemed intent on climbing into 
his boat. He said he took action 
by splashing water at the rabbit 
with his paddle to shoo it away. 


Gerald the stum bier 
Ford inadvertently broke into 
comedy one rainy day in Salz- 
burg, Austria, as he walked down 
the steps of his airplane on arrival 
for an international meeting with 
one arm around his wife and the 
other holding an umbrella. 


Carter s press secretary, Jody 
Powell, who was in the group on 
the balcony, later wrote. “Had I 
been doing my job. 1 would have 
stopped the president at that mo- 
ment. pointed out the dangers to 
him and his administration if such 
story ever got out, and sworn him 
and all within teach of his voice to 
secrecv." 


Instead. Powell told the story, 
several months later, to a repor- 
ter. Brooks Jackson of the 
Associated Press, who wrote a 
lighthearted column about it. 


Two or three steps from the 
bottom of the ramp, by his count, 
his heel caught on something. 
With nc arm free to grab a rail, 
he tumbled onto the tarmac, then 
jumped to his feel, unhurt. 

“From that moment on, every 
time 1 stumbled or bumped my 
head or fell in the snow, reporters 
zeroed in on that to the exclusion 
of almost everything else,” Ford 
complained in his White House 
memoirs. 


Now comes former White 
House chief of staff Donald T. 
Regan, reportedly saving in a 
forthcoming book that Nils. Reagan 
used astrology to determine the 
timing of presidential speeches 
and travel. The report reminded 
people that the president also has 
professed interest in astrology. 

Both Carter and Ford had elec- 
tions coming up when the snick- 
ers about the rabbit and the 
stumbles began. Both lost. 


f For Carter, h nil started on a 


“It was a nightmare," said 
Powell. "The story ran for more 
than a week. The president was 
repeatedly asked to explain his 


“Their antics — and i'll admit 1 
laughed at ihem myself — helped 
create the public perception of 
me as a stum filer. A nd that 
wasn’t funny,” said Ford. 

Not only that, but television 
stars such as Johnny Carson and 
Chevy Chase made Ford's alleged 


Reagan doesn’t have that to 
worry about. He isn’t running. 

But Vice-President George 
Bush is running, and he lost no 
time joining in tbe fun. 

Aboard air force II as he began 
a three-day presidential campaign 
swing through the west last week. 
Bush was asked about Joyce Jili- 
son, a Los Angeles astrologer 
who says the stars told her Bush 
would be Reagan's best running 
mate in 1980. 


“I'll likely work closely with 
her.” Bush said. "She’s brilliant. 
Joyce Jillson? Secretary of 
what?" 



York for the General Assembly 
meeting on disarmament. Later 
in the month he will attend the 
Toronto summit meeting of 
Western leaders. In July he will 
visit Australia and New Zealand, 
and at the end of August he plans 
to visit China. 

Hie trips help Takeshita build 
his reputation, Shiratori said, “so 
he can negotiate from an equal 
position, and also form his own 
alliances." 

Shiratori said one of the biggest 
problems still facing Takeshita is 
“tbe heavy burden left by former 
Prime Minister Nakasone, espe- 
cially with the United States.” 

Many Japanese feel Nakasone 
was too closely allied with the 
United States. 

Takeshita, in a policy speech to 
the Diet, said it is time for a 
change in Japan-U.S. relations. 
“Tbe international economic 
framework so long sustained by 
the overwhelming economic 
might of the United States is 
being transformed, and there is a 
need for Japan and Western 
Europe to join forces with tbe 
United States in supporting the 
international economy.” 

independence from U.S. 

An editorial in tbe Asahi Shim- 
bun April 28 called on Takeshita 
to assert Japan's independence 
from U.S. policies. 

“We want the prime minister 
to be aware that Japan has be- 
come an important pillar for the 
West. It is now time for Japan to 
assert its own diplomacy, inde- 
pendent of the United States." 
the independent liberal paper 
said. 


Shortly after taking office in 
October, Takeshita flew to the 
summit of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations in Man- 
ila, to Washington and Canada 
for meeting with U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and Canadian 
Frime Minister Brian Mulroney. 
In February, he went to South 
Korea for the inauguration of 
President Roh Tae-Woo. At -the 
end of April, he went to Europe 
for meetings with the leaders of 
Itzlv. Britain and West Germany. 

In June. Takeshita plans to 
visit the United Nations in New 


The management styles of 
Takeshita and Nakasone arc vast- 
ly different. Nakasone preferred 
a "top-down” style, bypassing the 
Japanese bureaucracy by filtering 
his decisions down through his 
“brain trusts.” That style earned 
him many international friends, 
but it carried little weight in 
Japan, where seeking a consensus 
is preferred. 

Takeshita is known for his 
“bottom-up” management style, 
allowing departments wide lati- 
tude in determining the best 
course for Japan to take. 


An example is the recent talks ; 
between Agriculture Minister 
Takashi Sato and U.S. trade offi- 
cials over import quotas for beef 
and oranges. Takeshita said he ' 
had turned the entire matter over 
to Sato and had no direct role in * 
day-to-day negotiations. 

On resolving major policy . 
issues, Takeshita has a slim re- 
cord. He achieved limited success 
in resolving a trade dispute with . 
the United States over lack of 
access to Japan's construction 
market, primarily because erf the 
major influence of one of his : 
cabinet officials over Japan's con- ■ 
struction industry. 

However, talks on liberalising 
Japan's -beef and orange imports, 
broke down and the United: 
States is seeking a resolution- 
through tbe General Agreement - 
on Tariffs and Trade. Takeshita’s! 
administration was also unsuc-; 
cessful in persuading Reagan to; 
lift sanctions imposed last year on ■ 
some Japanese products over! 
alleged violations of an. #gre?-i 
meat on American access -to; 
Japan s computer chip market. - 

Takeshita has had very tittle- 
success in getting government! 
offices moved out of Tokyo, one; 
of the major pledges of tus cam-; 
paign. And he was unable to- 
prevent the U.S. Congress from 
passing a sweeping trade bill that 
includes sanctions against 
Japanese companies. Takeshita is 
relying heavily on Reagan to veto 
the bill. 

Two domestic crises have pla- 
gued his short tenure. One was 
over a statement by Seisuke Oku- 
no, the national land agency . 
director, who visited a Japanese 
war memorial and said Japan was 
not the aggressor in World War 
II. The other was over his 
appointment of dietman Koichi 
Hamada, a former organised 
crime member, to oversee pas- 
sage of his budget. Hamada pro- 
voked outrage in the Diet when 
be called a fellow politician a 
murderer. Takeshita let both 
crises run their course. 

His major test will come later 
this year, when the Diet considers 
a tax reform package that Naka- 
sone desperately wanted, but was 
unable to achieve. 


LETTERS 


A matter of priority 


To the Editor. 


Reference to the remarks made by Mr. Marwan M uash er in the 
Jordan Times "Open Forum” April 18, 1988, I would like to 
thank Mr. Muasher for his comments and to point out that his 
objection to the order of priorities of the news bulletin on 
Saturday, April 16, 19S8. is not valid. Had Mr. Muasher been the 
director of news at Jordan Television, he would have followed the 
same sequence. 

Mr. Muasher says that the news item on the assassination of 
Mr. Khalil A1 Wazir was the sixth item. Please note that the first 
news item m the bulletin concerned was Kis Majesty King 
Hussein’s message to the Armed Forces commander-in-chief, 
containing basic principles of pan-Arab policy. 

The second news item was about the call made by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan to the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) to intervene to halt the deteriorating condi- 
tions in the occupied Arab territories. 

The third news item reported the death ofll Arab residents by 
the gunfire of Israeli occupation forces. 

And fourth was Ihe Jordanian government’s denunciation of 
the assassination of Mr. AJ Wazir. 

We believe that this is the natural and proper sequence of the 
news. Furthermore, this should not have promptedMr. Muasher 
to accuse Jordan Television of overlooking the feelings of 
Jordanian citizens. Officials in charge of Jordan Television are 
well experienced in their field of work. Additionally, they have a 
profound respect for the education and sentiments of Jordanian 
citizens. 

£* !““* ™ ade b > Mr. Muasher, and feel they 
were hasty, lacking objectivity and fairness. 


Mohammad Amin, 
Director, * 
Jordan Television. 
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■WAS^GTQNcAp)^A tear- 
■gas jnanuiactnrer said. Friday it 
»ould no longer sett its product to 
Israel fottowin g complaints from 
A rab -Am eric&ns and human 
nghts activists that the gas has. 
been mi sused, "causing deaths and 
iujnries. .. -j.,'-. 

Bui! Aiison^a vice -president of 
Transtecbjjofo gy jja Sherman 
Oaks, CalxfoTsia. said the com- 
pany’s board qf directors ag reed 
Thursday with, tbe decision to 
stop setting to. Israel for now. 

. Transtecai»Iogy, which makes 
tear-gas at it5~fedexal laboratories 
ih Saltsburg, Pennsylvania,' has 
been, under.. * ‘tremendous press- 
ure*’ from Arab- American 
gtonps to end the sales .she said. 
; Last months several hundred 
people protested the tear-gas 
sales to' Israel at a demonstration 
otjtside the laboratories. .Thirteen 
people were arrested for dvi! 

disobedience. 

Alison did not rule out the 
possibility that tear-gas sales 
would resume, but she said that 


would happen only if toe com- 
„pany can determine tbe chenucat 
crowd-control agent is being 
handled properly. 

The company wants “some 
. confirmation that their (the 
Israelis') intent is not to use it as a 
weapon,” she said. 

There are no outstanding con- 
. tracts to ship tear-gas' to Israel, 
and the final shipment was made 
some time this year, Alison said. 
She refused to provide a date. 
Sales to Israel comprised only a 
fraction of the company's busi- 
ness, she said. 

Alison said the company had 
informed Israeli officials about 
the. decision and “they don’t like 
it'.” The Israelis told the company 
' they “understand the -pressures 
tbai have been put on us," she 
said. 

"" '. The Israelis have used tear-gas 
extensively to quell tbe 21-week- 
oid Palestinian uprising that 
' erupted in the occupied territor- 
ies. Israel has bought 120, (XX) 
tear-gas grenades or- projectiles 


horn U S. companies under the 
U.S. government's military sales 
programme since December. 

The American- Arab Anti-Dis- 
crimination Committee, a lob- 
bying group that spearheaded the 
drive against Transtecbnology, 
says that 41 people have died 
from exposure to tear-gas. Others 
have been injured, they say. 

Tbe group praised Transtech- 
nology for ending sales, saying 
the action should send a signal to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir that he could “no longer 
count on corporate America's 
cooperation in denying the 
Palestinians their most basic hu- 
man rights.” 

Physicians for Human Rights, a 
Boston-based group, also said it 
is concerned that the Israelis may 
not be following proper handling 
directions for tear-gas. which 
overcomes victims by causing se- 
vere irritation to the eyes, skin 
and respiratory tract. The group 
has called for more study into the 
effects of tear-gas. 


Israel faces Socialist International 
condemnation at Madrid conference 


MADRID (AP) — As a dele- 
gate to the annual meeting' of 
die Socialist International (SI) 

. that begins in Madrid Monday, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres is expected to face critic- 
ism from socialist colleagues for 
his country's repression of the 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied territories, according to 
sources in the ruling Spanish 
Socialist Party. 

A parly spokeswoman who 
asked not to be identified told 
the AP a proposal to issue a. 
condemnation of Israeli actions 
to pat down the uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza was cer- 
tain to be debated during the SI 
plenary council session 
Wednesday.. 

She said the Spanish Socialist- 
Party would back the proposal 
that was expected to oe made 
during a general discussion on 
contorts to tbe Middle East, - 

The. Spanish Socialist Party 
has strongly criticised Israel for 
its military actions to stem the 
Palestinian rebellion. . " 

The government of Prime - 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez estab- 
&2&e*l rotarions-wto 5 Israel Jarir 1 
-¥7,‘ 198$; buf * ffi^r’have . Seen, 
lukewarm sine*' 1 'then. 

Israeli embassy official Mor- 
dechai Anri dial told' the AP 
Thursday current relations with 
Spain were “normal." 


Peres, who is to remain 
under heavy police protection 
while in Madrid, is to be in 
Spain solely in his capacity as 
head of the Israel Labour Party 
delegation to the Socialist In- 
ternational Coundl, Amichai 
said. 

For security reasons, the 
meeting is to be held at a hotel 
near Madrid’s Barajas interna- 
tional airport. 

During his stay in the Spanish 
capital, Peres is to meet with 
Gonzalez and his Spanish coun- 
terpart Francisco Fernandez 
Ordonez. 

The Peres visit comes just a 
week after Israeli troops 
pushed north into southern 
Lebanon in a 48-hour operation 
to attack resistance forces, des- 
troy their bases and send a 
warning that Israel would re- 
spond with force to attacks on 
settlements -along its northern 
border. 

Forty Arabs and three Israeli 
soldiers died in fighting during 
the 48-hour military operation, 
the Israeli military command 
said. - * - v "■* 

; ' i’As; bf Fritfajy: -184 Palest*-.': 
mans had beenkilled in clashes 
with Israeli troops and settlers 
since the start of toe uprising. 

East-West relations, securing 
peace in Central America, toe 


Latin American debt problem 
and Southern Africa will be tbe 
major items discussed at a plen- 
ary session Wednesday to be 
opened by Socialist Interna- 
tional President Willy Brandt. 

Other socialist leaders set to 
attend include Swedish Prime 
Minister Ingvar Carlsson, Neil 
Kinnock of the British Labour 
Party. Bettino Craxi of the Ita- 
lian Socialist Party, Norwegian 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland and West German 
Social Democrat Oscar Lafon- 
taine. 

Amichai said the Israeli 
embassy in Madrid knew of tbe 
SI council’s scheduled debate 
on the Middle East, “but we 
know nothing about what the 
Socialist International might or 
might not decide. 

“We do, however, read the 
newspapers," he said. 

Spam's leading left-of-centre 
El Pais cited unnamed socialist 
sources Wednesday as saying the 
party hoped the Socialist Interna- 
tional would issue a stern conde- 
mnation of Israeli actions in toe 
occupied territories. 

JEl-.Eak also said Palestinian 
journalist Hanna Siniora would 
represent the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) as an 
observer at the meeting. The 
PLO is not a member of toe SI. 



Amal- HizboIIah battle 
rages in south Beirut; 
lull reported in camps 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Tank and mortar fire thun- 
dered in the streets as battles between rival Shi’ite 
militias raged through the southern suburbs of 
Beirut Saturday. 


A terrified Palestinian woman grabs her child to Dee fighting hi 
Beirut's Shatila camp, scene of heavy inter-Palestinian da 
Thursday and Friday 

Murphy urges world 
arms embargo on Iran 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States is pushing for a 
world-wide arms embargo against 
Iran because Iran has refused to 
cooperate in efforts to end the 
Gulf war, according to the U.S. 
government's leading Middle 
East official. 

The war must be ended quick- 
ly, said Richard Murphy, the 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
affairs, in his keynote address at a 
Voice of America symposium 
on “Gulf Security and toe Iran- 
Ira> War” Friday. Murphy 
warned that tbe conflict threatens 
to spill over against a number of 
America’s friends in the Gulf 
region. He said the U.S. strategic 
interest was to see that the Gulf 
was not dominated by forces hos- 
tile to tbe United States and its' 
friends. 

Murphy noted that the United 
States had “strong political ties to 
the friendly, moderate Arab 
states of the Gulf region,” but 
Iran, be added, had followed a 



urge escalated protests 


(Continued from page 1) 

The leaflet said: “The Zionist 
entity and collaborators and ene- 
mies of the nation try to silence 
the voice of toe intefadah (up- 
rising). 

'They do not understand that 
we draw our strength and deter- 
mination from our religion. We 
have patience,” toe le a fl et added. 

“We wiD continue our blessed 
intefadah with ,all our strength 
and determination... forward on 
toe road of dignity and victory, 
more sacrifices, more attacks on 
the enemy, the enemy of the 
nation.” 

The leaflet was printed Friday 
and distributed at morning 
prayers Saturday as instructions 
for carrying cat (be rebellion for 
the last 10 days of Ramadan. 

The leaflet also urged special 
prayers and observance in mem- 
ory of Palestinians kitted in toe 
rebellion, to be held over the next 
week. 

The uprising has claimed the 
lives of 185 Palestinians since It 
began Dec. 9, according to U.N. 
figures. 

Israel has heightened pressure 
to break tbe rebellion in tbe last 
week by de tabling Arab journal- 
ists and ordering shops through- 
out the West Bank shut for three 
days until Sunday. 

The latest Israeli move came 
Friday when the government 
ordered the 44-year-old Awad 
deported, alleging that be has 
played a role in inciting the up- 
rising. 

Awad protested the order by 
ann o uncing Saturday that he had 
been on hunger strike since be 
was jailed Thursday night and 
that he planned to continue the 
action “until the (expulsion) 
order is rescinded,” said his wife, 
Nancy Nye. 

Nye also told the AP that 
prison officials took away her 
husband's mattress and blanket 
Saturday “as punishment for re- 
fusing to eat.” 

The Jerusalem-born Awad, 
who also has a home in Wapa- 
koneta, Ohio, has urged cavil 
disobedience against Israeli rule 
as bead of toe Jerusalem-based 
Palestinian Centre for the Study 

of Non-Violence. 

Some of toe methods be has 
advocated such st sit-ins, com- 


mercial strikes and 
Israeli goods, have been adopl 
by underground leaders of the 
uprising. 

The United States urged Israel 
Friday to reconsider the expul- 
sion. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said that if 
Israel believed Awad was en- 
gaged in illegal activities, he 
should be formally charged and 
allowed to defend himself in 
court. 

Awad is “an American citizen 
who espouses non-violence and 
reconciliation ' between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis’* and he 
“should not be deported without 
due process,” Redman said. 

. Awad has been dabbed “the 
Palestinian Gandhi” by suppor- 
ters. He advocates passive resist- 
ance to Israel’s occupation of toe 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Redman said Washington 
opposed expulsions by Israel as a 


rule because they are “counter- 
productive and will only lead to 
resentment.” 

He said Washington bad a spe- 
cial responsibility in this case 
because Awad is an American 
'citizen. The U.S. protest had 
been voiced at senior levels in the 
Israeli government, Redman 
said. 

Three other Palestinians were 
wounded Friday night when an 
Israeli army patrol opened fire on 
a group of stone-throwing de- 
monstrators near tbe village of 
Tulkarem in the West Bank, an 
army spokesman said. 

Israel Radio said a petrol bomb 
was thrown in Bethlehem’s Nativ- 
ity Square Friday night without 
causing injury or damage. 

Also Saturday, soldiers fired 
rubber bullets at protesters who 
blocked a main road with boul- 
ders in Anabta in the West Bank, 
said an Arab reporter, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 


Hospital officials said a 25- 
year-old woman was treated after 
being hit by four rubber bullets. 

Eight Palestinians, including 
three women, were also treated 
at Shifa hospital in Gaza City for 
bruises and lacerations after 
being beaten by soldiers during 
protests at the Beach refugee 
camp and in Gaza, said hospital 
director Ahmad Yassih. 

Also Saturday, several mer- 
chants in Nablus, the West 
Bank's largest city, opened their 
shops but later obeyed military 
orders to shut them, witnesses 
told AP. 

A leaflet issued by the under- 
ground had urged tbe merchants 
to open May 7 in defiance of a 
military order of Thursday which 
ordered toe businesses closed 
through Saturday. The military 
also ordered shop to reopen Sun- 
day and threatened to weld shut 
any stores that failed to do so. 


Former hostage readmitted to hospital 


(Continued from page 1) 

abducted March 22, 1985, a week 
after Anderson. 

The embassy refused to reveal 
details pf toe talks, but the 
spokesman said they were con- 
ducted in the presence of French 
officials. He said the American 
officials hoped to interview Car- 
ton and Kauffrnarm in the next 
few days. 

' Mock executions 

Fontaine, interviewed Friday 
night by toe French radio station 
Europe 1, said his worst moments 
during captivity came when his 
kidnappers staged mock execu- 
tions, holding a pistol to his neck, 
then firing another -weapon to 
frighten bun. 

He said they accused him of 
being a spy for toe Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) and Israel. 

“The tribunal has convicted 
you,” he said he was told on one 
occasion. “You will be executed 
this evening- 

“They put a hood on me and 
faced me to the wall. One of them 
put a pistol to my neck and 
another fired a gun behind me.” 

Fontaine said he was blind- 
folded by day and chained during 


much of his time in captivity. 
Conditions improved in toe last 
six months when he was kept in 
an apartment, his bed was made, 
the floor vacuumed and be was 
allowed to watch some television. 

Fontaine said Thursday he was 
held in Beirut with Anderson. 

Fontaine told reporters as he 
was driven to hospital soon after 
arriving from Beirut that he could 
not stop thinking about “my 
American friend left behind 
there.” 

Mrs. Seurat wants inquiry 

The widow of Michel Seurat, 
who died while a captive of the 
pro-Iranian group Islamic Jihad 
in Lebanon, said Friday she 
wanted mi official inquiry into her 
husband's death. 

Mary Seurat said Premier Jac- 
ques Chirac should also demand 
that Seurat's body be returned to 
France for burial. 

“I want his remains so I can 
bury them, in a country where 
even dogs can have gravestones 
she said. 

Seurat and Kauffmann were 
kidnapped together May 22, 
1985. Islamic Jihad, which 
claimed responsibility. 


announced March 5, 1986, that 
Seurat had been killed. 

When Kauffmann returned 
home Thursday, he said Seurat 
had become extremely ill late in 
1985 and probably died of cancer. 

“Who whispered to Jean-PauJ 
Kauffmann that Michel died from 
cancer. Was it to harm toe kid- 
nappers? I demand an inquiry on 
that point too,” Mrs. Seurat said. 

“I knew he was dead, but no 
one came to announce it to me,” 
she said. “Mr. Chirac sent no 
emissaries, and no officials came 
to present condolences. A dead 
man doesn’t vote. . That’s prob- 
ably why Michel doesn’t interest 
them.” 

The United States said Friday 
it did not know if France made a 
deal with Iran to obtain release of 
toe three hostages but asserted 
the affair demonstrated Tehran's 
tight hold over kidnappers. 

At a briefing. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Charles Red- 
man said toe French government 
had publicly thanked Iran for its 
assistance in arranging the release 
of the Frenchmen this week and 
that Iran took credit. 

“Once again, this demonstrates 
the substantial influence Iran 
holds over terrorist kidnappers.'* 


“a policy of intimidation, of direct 
military pressure and terrorism, 
as well as attempts at internal 
destabilisation.” 

Murphy told the symposium 
that the United States was car- 
rying out a two-track approach 
towards ending the Gulf war: It is 
pursuing interim measures, such 
as providing an increased U.S. 
navy presence in toe Gulf and 
re-flagging Kuwaiti tankers, and 
it is moving on the diplomatic 
front. 

Murphy noted that last year the 
United States led an effort at the 
United Nations Security Council 
that brought about Resolution 
598, which demands that Iran and 
Iraq observe an immediate cease- 
fire, discontinue all military ac- 
tions, and withdraw all forces to 
toe internationally recognised 
boundaries. It also calls upon 
Iran and Iraq to cooperate with 
the U.N. secretary general in 
implementing toe resolution and 
in mediation efforts to achieve a 
settlement. 

“Iraq very quickly accepted the 
resolution," said Murphy, but 
“Iran has stalled, refusing to give 
tbe secretary general an unambi- 
guous response. '* For that 
reason, be said, “we believe that 
enforcement is needed in the 
form of a global aims embargo on 
Iran.” 

Murphy said: 

The government of Iran is cer- 
tainly aware of toe strength of our 
resolve. We have made clear 
what we are doing in tbe Gulf and 
why we are doing it. We have 
remained steadfast in our poli- 
cies, steadfast in our efforts to 
deal effectively with new threats 
as they flare up. There’s no more 
certain way, in our opinion, to 
assure Gulf security and protect 
our interests in that vital region. 
We can be proud of what we are 
doing. 


Pro-Syrian Amal fighters 
brought artillery and Soviet-made 
T-54 tanks into action in a dawn 
offensive ag ains t the Iranian- 
backed HizboUah (Party of God), 
security sources said. 

Police said 40 people were kil- 
led and 24 wounded in the latest 
battles, raising the death toll in 48 
horns of fighting to 56. At least 90 
people have been wounded. 

The security sources, quoted 
by Reuters, said Amal regained 
some posts lost Friday and was 
reported in full control of Chi yah, 
Ghobeiri, and Bourj A1 Barajneb 
areas. 

HizboIIah seized five T-54 
tanks from Amal Friday when it 
gained toe upper hand in toe 
areas of Biir A1 Abed. Haret 
Hreik and Hay Madi. witnesses 
said. Amal denied the report. 

But an Amal official told Reu- 
ters his militia would Intensify toe 
fighting unless HizboIIah with- 
drew from all captured positions. 

Amal has imported fighters 
from South Lebanon to join toe 
battles for control of the 
Lebanese capital's southern sub- 
urbs, security sources said. 

Calm reported in camps 

As the two militias battled, a 
cautious calm prevailed in two 
nearby Palestinian refugee camps 
after heavy dashes between rival 
factions in which police said 14 
fighters were killed and 46 
wounded. 

Police said it could not be 
determined whether toe calm in 
the Shatilla and Bourj AJ Bara- 
jneh refugee camps was just a lull 
in the battle for control of the 
shantytowns' or if the feuding 
Palestinian factions had agreed 
on a ceasefire. 

Friday's fighting was the latest 
in a series of confrontations in toe 
battered camps between fighters 
loyal to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 


Yasser Arafat and toe Fateb- 
Uprising group led by Saeed 
Musa. 

Some Beirut Radio stations 
suggested that Arafat’ loyalists 
had crushed their rivals in Shatil- 
la. But rhis could not be indepen- 
dently verified. 

The Voice of Lebanon radio 
said Musa's followers “deserted 
their last stronghold in Shatilla 
and sought refuge with Syrian 
forces'* deployed outside the 
camp. • 

The Syrian command in west 
Beirut declined comment on the 
report. 

Fateh, the main component in 
the PLO, said in Baghdad Friday 
that it had asked Syria to inter- 
vene to halt toe carnage in toe 
camps. 

The Amal- HizboIIah battles 
are also part of a long-running 
feud between tbe two militias for 
dominance of Lebanon's Shi'ite 
community. 

Amal leader Nabifa Bern 
Saturday lashed out at HizboIIah, 
accusing the group of turning the 
southern suburbs into a nest of 
terrorism. 

“Let them be sure that we have 
not been defeated and that defeat 
is out of the question,” he said. 

“As if it was not enough for 
them to transform toe southern 
suburbs into a nest for terrorism 
through hostage-taking, they 
want now to turn toe suburbs 
itself into a hostage.” 

He added: “Lfotil now we have 
been patient and restrained. 
Amal gives deadlines but it never 
surrenders.” 

Pro-Iranian mili tants are wide- 
ly believed to hold the 22 fore- 
igners missing and believed kid- 
napped in Lebanon in parts of the 
sprawling suburban maze control- 
led by HizboIIah. 

HizboIIah fought back against 
the Amal offensive with rocket- 
propelled grenades, jeep- 


mounted recoilless cannons and 
mortars in hit-and-run assaults, 
police said. 

Militiameu dad in olive-green 
fatigues held positions behind 
sandbagged barricades, in □ arrow 
alleyways and on toe rooftops of 
concrete buildings. 

The battles, toe first major 
fighting in Beirut since Syrian 
troops deployed in the city last 
February, erupted Friday after 
HizboIIah refused to hand over 
the suspected killers of three 
Amal men. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, the spiritual mentor of 
HizboIIah, appealed to all gun- 
men to stop fi ghting and to open 
talks to resolve their disputes. 

“There is neither victor nor 
vanquished in the fight between 
brothers but you are all losers in 
this war. I call on everybody to 
lay down their arms and resort to 
dialogue,” said Fadlallah, who 
lives in the suburbs. 

Tbe street-to street battles en- 
gulfed all areas of the 41 square 
kilometres of southern suburbs, a 
poor and semi-autonomous area 
which has been beyond govern- 
ment control since 1984 mid is a 
bastion of pro-Iranian Shi’ite 
zealots. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuters 
said gunmen were looting the 
houses of residents who had fled 
to safer areas of west Beirut. 

Syrian troops were stationed at 
all entrances to the suburbs but 
took no part in toe fighting. 

Similar Amal-Hizbollah battles 
erupted last month in South 
Lebanon, where 38 people were 
killed and more than 80 
wounded. 

Amal, Lebanon's largest Mus- 
lim militia with an estimated 
30,000 men, opposes Hizbollah’s 
aim of setting up an Islamic 
Lebanese state along Iranian 
lines. 

The battles underscored the 
deep-rooted underground strug- 
gle foe control of Lebanon's 
largest religious community. The 
1.2 million Shi'ites are concen- 
trated mainl y in tbe south, in toe 
Bekaa Valley and in southern 
Beirut 


Poll gives Israeli right-wing 
strong lead over all others 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli right- 
ists, bolstered by Jewish anger 
over the Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, would win a decisive vic- 
tory if elections were held today, 
according to a public opinion poll 
published Friday. 

The poll, reprinted in the inde- 
pendent daily Maariv. showed 
right-wing groups would win 66 
seats in the 120-member Knesset 
(parliament) compared to 54 for 
left-wing groups. 

Israel is currently ruled by a 
coalition left-right cabinet born of 
inconclusive elections in 1984, 
and new general elections are 
scheduled for November. 

A derisive right-wing victory 
would mean hardline Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, or a 
successor, would head a new gov- 
ernment which would exclude lef- 
tists and follow hawkish options 
now espoused by toe right. 

The current coalition is bogged 
down over a response to a U.S. 


Middle East peace initiative 
opposed by Shamir but backed by 
Foreign Minister and Labour 
leader Shimon Peres. 

The Friday poll said Shamir's 
nationalist Likud bloc would win 
39 seats, extreme-right parties 
would get 17 seats and Jewish 
religious parties whose policies 
have slid steadily rightwards 
would get 10 seats. 

Among the extreme right, anti- 
Arab Rabbi Meir Kabane’s Kacb 
movement would get five seats. 

“The (rightist) trend has run 
parallel with toe rise of disturb- 
ances in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip,” said a commentary 
accompanying toe poll. 

The Friday poll indicated 
Peres’ Labour Party would now 
get 38 seats while groups to its left 
would get 16 seats. 

Opinion polls said when tbe 
uprising began in December that 
Labour, backed by a relatively 
successful economic recovery 
when Peres was prime minister as 


well by his own peace campaign- 
ing, would get 46 seats to Ukud's 
33. 

Two of Israel’s leading polls- 
ters. Hanoch Smith and Mina 
Zemach, questioned toe results 
of the new poll, conducted by the 
Modi 'in Ezrahi group, saying it 
showed a far stronger rightist 
tendency than their own findings. 

“There is definitely a right-wing 
trend but I do not see it as strong 
as toe poll published today,” said 
Zemach, who estimated the right 
may have a lead of one or two 
seats. 

Smith told Reuters his most 
recent findings showed the two 
sides were about equal “though 
there is do doubt the 'intifada' 
(uprising) has had a great effect 
on Israeli option.” 

Polls on Israeli attitudes to the 
uprising have regularly shown 
that an overwhelming majority of 
Jews, including left-wingers, want 
the army to crack down harder on 
Palestinian demonstrators. 




The first & best 
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Open daily 12:1X1-3:30 
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Special Executive Luncheons 
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available 

Open Daily 12.30-030 pm 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Tain away available 
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Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 
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Supermarket 
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& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
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Nazer accuses oil partners 
of breaching agreed quotas 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Oil Minister Hisham Nazer 
has lashed out against OPEC partners, especially 
Iran, who voted for a production cut last week, 
charging them with responsibility for a glut that has 
driven down oil prices. 


“The kingdom does not feel 
responsible for correcting; the 
mistakes of others by cutting its 
own production," the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted him as saying in a state- 
ment late Friday. 

Nazer said five states that 
voted for an OPEC-wide produc- 
tion cut in Vienna last week to 
match a proportionate cut in ex- 
ports offered by independent oil 
producers were exceeding their 
OPEC-agreed production quotas. 

Singling out Iran as a sixth state 
that refused to cooperate with 
OPEC in limiting oil production, 
he said Tehran had refused to 
allow OPEC inspectors to moni- 
tor its production as agreed by 
the 13-member Organisation for 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

“Five countries who voted for 
cuts at the last meeting produce 
more than their quotas, according 
to auditors' reports put before the . 
conference,” Nazer said. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
bad objected to an Algerian 
proposal to cut OPEC output by 
300,000 barrels per day (b/d) in 


May and June in response to the 
non-OPEC state’s offer. 

Eight other OPEC states had 
supported the plan, which was 
backed by non-OPEC exporters 
Mexico, Egypt, Malaysia, China, 
Angola and Oman. 

Nazer praised non-OPEC 
efforts to boost sagging oil prices, 
but said: "The kingdom sees that 
cooperation with these countries 
should be based oo barrel for 
barrel cuts because OPEC has 
reduced its production by more 
than 35 per cent since 1980 while 
states outside OPEC produced at 
full capacity/’ 

The talks ended in disarray 
after OPEC failed to agree on a 
counter-proposal from the four 
Gulf states for a 183,000 b/d 
barrel-for-barrel cut divided 
equally between members. 

Nazer said oQ prices jumped to 
$21 per barrel in the first half of 
1987 when OPEC members were 
abiding by their quotas but viola- 
tions began afterwards despite 
warning by the kingdom. 

The Saudi minister did not 
name the five states he said were 
overproducing. 

He charged non-Arab Iran, 


with whom Saudi Arabia broke 
diplomatic relations on April 26, 
with lack of cooperation on 
OPEC checks of its 2369 million 
b/d quota. 

“There is another country, 
Iran, whose production or export 
we do not know and it did not 
allow auditors to visit its installa- 
tions and check in accordance 
with the organisation's decision.'* 

OPEC’s average crude output 
in April was estimated at around 
IS milli on b/d, excluding Iraq, 
compared with die agreed output 
ceiling of 15.06 million b/d of the 
remaining 12 members of the 
group. 

Iraq, which currently produces 

2.5 million b/d, is no longer in- 
cluded in the total as it refuses to 
accept a quota less than that of its 
Gulf war foe, Iran. 

Independent studies have repe- 
atedly shown both Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates to be 
producing above their quotas. 

Nazer defended his country’s 
position and said those who see 
the group's duties “to meet only 
to cut production” have a short- 
term view. 

He said the kingdom had cut its 
production by 56 per cent to 4.3 
million b/d from 10 million in 
1980. 

“The kingdom lost, in its con- 
tinuous efforts to stabilise the 
market, more than $109 billion,” 
he said. 


IEA sees stronger oil demand 


PARIS (R) — The West’s Inter- 
national Energy Agency (IEA) is 
predicting slightly stronger world 
demand for oil during 1988 than it 
had forecast earlier in the year. 

The IEA monthly ofl market 
report for May shows it has raised 
its estimate for non-communist 
world oil demand for 1988 as a 
whole by 300,000 barrels daily, to 

49.5 million, since its last markets 
report early in April. 

In the final three months of the 
year it believes demand ought go 
to 50.8 million, up 600,000 on 
earlier forecasts. 

IEA officials said the new esti- 
mates followed predictions that 
economic expansion in the 24 
industrial nations of the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development (OECD) 
will be around three per cent, up 
from 2.5 per cent earlier. 

The slightly stronger demand 
provides further support for a 
widely-held assessment among 
Western oil industry executives 
that, despite present surpluses in 
the market, petroleum prices will 
probably not drop sharply. 

London-based industry experts 
say the price of crude, around $16 


a barrel now for widely-traded 
North Sea blends, could slip by $1 
or $2 in coming months before 
erasing the losses and perhaps 
edging a little high by year-end. 

The IEA does not detail de- 
mand for oil from the OPEC 
group and from stocks but its 
figures suggested this will rise 
from 17.4 million barrels daily in 
the present quarter to more than 
20 million in the final three 
months of 1988. 

It tentatively pat OPEC crude 
oil output in April at 18.2 million 
barrels per day, up from 17.7 
milli on in March. 

Main changes over the month 
included a rise in output of 
200,000 barrels daily by Iraq, to 
2.6 million. 

Iraq is not party to an OPEC 
accord on output restraint be- 
cause the group failed to assign it 
a quota as trig as that-of its Gulf 
war foe, Iran. 

The IEA said the OECD na- 
tions used 36.9 million barrels of 
oil a day in the first quarter of 
1988. 

This would be 600,000 baiTels 
or 1.7 per cent higher than in the 
same 1987 period and further 


evidence of a slow recovery in 
demand for oil, which was de- 
pressed after high OPEC prices in 
the 1970s tilted the West into 
recession and began a rush to use 
energy more efficiently. 

The IEA said most of the 
recent growth in demand was in 
North America where consum- 
tion rose about 900,000 barrels 
daily or five per cent, to 18.9 
million b/d in the first 1987 
quarter. 

But this was partly due to 
colder weather in the United 
States with relatively large year- 
on-year increases for heating oil 
and heavy fuel .oil. 

U.S. petrol consumption, 
however, has also continued to 
rise partly due to higher speed 
limits in a number of states. 

Unusually warm weather in 
Europe brought a year-on-year 
decline there in first quarter de- 
mand of about 400,(W0 barrels 
daily, or three per cent, to 12.3 
milli on barrels dally. 

In the Pacific region, the IEA 
estimated consumption rose ab- 
out two per cent to 5.7 million 
barrels daily. 


Jordan pursues contacts 
to boost ties with Japan 


By Salarneh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times' Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amman Chamber 
of Industiy President Khaldoun 
Abu Hassari and board members 
Saturday called on Japanese 
ambassador to Jordan Makoto 
Watanabe to follow up on a 
Jordanian investment tour of 
Japan made last month and to lay 
the groundwork for future con- 
tacts between Jordanian and 
Japanese businessmen. 

Abu Hassau was accompanied 
by board members Abdul Uah 
Tabbaa, Wasef Azar and Hassan 
A1 Mifieh, who represented the 
chamber during the Tokyo visit 
along with an official 
led by His Royal Highness < 

Prince Hassan. 

During the meeting, the de- 
legation discussed with the 
Japanese ambassador the activi- 
ties and contacts carried out by 
the Chamber of Industry delega- 
tion in Japan and the business 
meetings held with organisations 
and institutions dealing with the 
promotion of economic coopera- 
tion. 

Abu Hassan told reporters that 
they also discussed prospects of 
the establishment of joint venture 
projects with Japanese business- 
men and issues related to the 
transfer of technology and the 
setting up of sophisticated voca- 
tional training centres in Jordan 
with Japanese assistance. 

Describing the Japan visit, Abu 
Hassan said that private business- 
men who accompanied the offi-. 
dal delegation to Tokyo were 
able to initiate new business con- 
tacts with their Japanese counter- 
parts. 

He said that during the meeting 
at the Japanese embassy, Wata- 
nabe expressed his country’s 
readiness to facilitate contacts 
and meetings with managers of 
giant Japanese companies repre- 
sented in Amman to enhance 
possibilities for further coopera- 
tion. 

The Jordanian side is looking 
into possibilities for joint venture 
industrial projects in Jordan in 
cooperation with the Japanese 



Khnldorm Abu Hassau 

private sector which could benefit 
from Jordan’s geographical loca- 
tion to set up Japanese private 
projects that could serve markets 
in Arab Peninsula and East 
Africa. 

There is also room for coopera- 
tion in joint venture projects that 
could benefit from facilities ex- 
tended to Jordan within an ex- 
isting agreement between Jordan 
and the European Community 
states. 

During the Japan visit, the 
Jordanian delegation looked into 
possibilities for Jordanians to re- 
ceive vocational training in Japan 
on several subjects including 
management and administration 
as well as modern technical 
training. 

The Chamber of Industry also 
said that they briefed the 
Japanese ambassador on pros- 
pects for cooperation in the field 
of tourism and increasing the 
volume of Japanese tourists to 
Jordan, through including Japan 
as part of existing package tours 
to file Kingdom. 

Abu Hasan said the chamber 
will be presenting a report to 
Crown Prince Hassan on the 
chamber delegation’s tour of 
Tokyo within the next two days. 

The Jordan Times will be pub- 
lishing more details on the out- 
come of file Japan investment 
tonr and a report on a simil ar tour 
to the United States scheduled 
for later this month. 


Citibank Amman keeps 
high profitability, liquidity 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Citibank Amman 
branch earned a pretax profit of 
JD 787,716 during the financial 
year which ended Dec. 31, 1987. 
The pretax profit at the end of 
1986 amounted to JD 802,471. 

The branch last year transfer- 
red to its New York head office 


U.S. jobless rate declines to 14-year low 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. unemployment rate fell to a 
14-year low of 5.4 per cent in 
April as the pace of the economy 
quickened, the government said 
Friday. 

Gams in jobs created, overtime 
hours and workers' earnings 
pointed to a pick-up in produc- 
tion that could signal higher infla- 
tion, financial analysts said. 

They said the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) concerned about inflation 
and a falling dollar, may tighten 
credit by pushing up interest 
rates. 

“We nuy be staring at an 
economy that is going a little bit 
too strong,” said Donald Rata- 
jezak, director of economic fore- 
casting at Georgia State Universi- 
ty in Atlanta. 

•' The unemployment rate for 
civilians dropped two-tenths of 
one per cent from March, the 
third consecutive monthly de- 
crease, the Labour Department 
said. 

The rate was at its lowest level 


FURNISHEDFLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
TV, central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man. near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


since June 1974. 

Financial markets, which have 
been battered by recent economic 
news, reacted warily. The signs of 
inflation were blamed for lower 
bond prices. 

Wall Street stocks opened high- 
er, but the dollar began at 1.6790 
marks and 124.65 yen, below 
Thursday’s close, and continued 
to drift down. 

The drop in the civilian unem- 
ployment rate meant that 6.6 
million Americans could not find 
a job last month out of a labour 
force of 1213 million. 

“Unemployment continues its 
recent slow, steady fall,” Janet 
Norwood, commissioner -of 
labour statistics, told Congress. 

Most analysts expect the eco- 
nomy in the Aprfl-Jime quarter 
will at least match the 2.3 per cent 
growth rate of the first quarter. 

The evidence of economic 
growth was good news for Vice 
President George Bush, cam- 
paigning to keep the White 
House in the hands of Republi- 
cans. 

In a sign of the continuing 
export boom, major gains occur- 


red in the manufacturing sector 
where 44,000 new jobs were cre- 
ated and the average work-week 
stretched to 41.2 hours from 41. 

Overtime hours for all workers 
rose to 4.0 hours a week from 3.7 
as stepped-up demand led em- 
ployers to increase the hours their 
employees worked. 

Including the military, the un- 
employment rate also dropped to 
5.4 per cent. 


Average hourly earnings rose 
0.5 per cent in April, while aver- 
age weekly earnings increased 1.4 
percent, mainly due to the longer 
work-week, the department said. 

Those increases signal tightness 
in the labour market that will 
mean demands for higher wages 
in the months ahead, said John 
Hagens, a vice president of the 
Wefa Group, a forecasting firm in 
Pennsylvania. 


Abu Dhabi earmarks $lb 
for development this year 


ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — 
The emirate of Abu Dhabi ear- 
marked over SI billion for de- 
velopment projects this year. 
Hassan Mousa A1 Qamzi, under- 
secretary at the emirate’s Plan- 
ning Department, said the budget 
was approved at a recent meeting 
of the Abu Dhabi Executive 
Council. The major allocation 
went to the Public Works Depart- 
ment, which was given $324 mil- 
lion, town planning and sewage 


($290 million) and water and 
electricity ($172 million). He said 
the Planning Department had 
given priority to projects under 
execution in a bid to rationalise 
spending following the decrease 
in oil revenues. Out of the 279 
new projects proposed by diffe- 
rent departments, only those 
which were considered urgent 
had been approved for imple- 
mentation at a cost of $572 mil- 
lion. 


the sum of JD 207331 which 
represents retained earnings from 
previous years. The 1987 retained 
earnings amounted to JD 429,215 
after various allocations and de- 
ductions from die 1987 pretax 
profit. 

The total assets/liabilities of tire 
branch stood at JD 41.0 Bullion 
last year compared to JD 443 
million in the previous year. The 
noticeable declines was in the 
balance of overdrafts which de- 
creased from JD 8.2 million to JD 
53 million and the balance in the 
dinar-denominated savings and 
time deposits winch went down to 
JD 4.9 million from JD 8.3 mil- 
fion. 

Other items on the balance 
sheet remained relatively stable 
and high , especially foreign cur- 
rency savings and time deposits, 

which maintained the equivalent 
of JD 203 million and cash in hand 
and at banks which stayed also as 
high as JD 22.4 million. 

Finally, the off-balance sheet 
items of letters of credit, guaran- 
tees and acceptances totalled JD 

22.6 million, down from JD 26.4 
nrilfion at the end of 1986. 


Ford reports record income 


DETROIT (AP) — Ford Motor 
Co. earned $1,623 billion in the 
first quarter of 1988, setting an 
industry record for earnings in a 
single quarter, the second-largest 
U.S. automaker has said. 

Ford's earnings of $3.31 a share 
an sales of $20.74 billion were up 
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A newly-built two storey villa, consisting of three bedrooms, three 


MAZDA 929 white. Model 1982. Without customs JD 750. 
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8.8 per cent over first-quarter 
1987 earnings of $1.49 billion, or 
$2.87 a share, on sales of $18.14 
billion. 

In 1987, Ford set an industry 
earnings record for a single year 
with a profit of $4.63 billion. It 
also was the top-earning U.S. 
automaker in 1986, earning $3.29 
billion. 

Ford profits earned in the Un- 
ited States fell 10.2 per cent in the 
first quarter to $1.04 billion from 
SI. 16 billion in first-quarter 1987. 

But the drop in U.S. earnings 
was offset by record overseas earn- 
ings, which jumped nearly 76pcr 
cent to $580 million from $330 
million in the first three months 
of 1987, Ford said. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


Activity on the Amman Financial Market for May 7, 1988. 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 

I week starting Saturday. April 30, ’88 and ending Wednesday, May 4. 

88. (Figures ui Jordanian dinars ). 

1 Nunc of coflUMOv 

Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Par 

of shares 

Banking and financial institutions 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

Industrial Development Bank 

400 

563 

1.400 

1.410 

1. 000 

Petra Bank 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

114 

190 

J.670 

1.670 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

3600 

5220 

1.450 

1.450 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

14300 

16243 

1.130 

1.150 

1.000 

Housing Bank 

1000 

1710 

1.710 

1.710 

1.000 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

300 

630 

2.100 

2.100 

1.000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

Bank of Jordan 

224 

3348 

14.750 

15.100 

5.000 

Arab Bank 

660 

75856 

114.000 

114500 

10.000 

Jordan National Bank 

4455 

11094 

2.500 

2.470 

1.000 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation .... 

. 50400 

81652 

1.870 

1.880 

1.000 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

. 5500 

2757 

0.500 

0500 

1.000 

National Financial Investments 

300 

540 

1.800 

1.800 

1.000 

National Portfolio Securities 

291 

201 

0.690 

0.700 

1.000 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

270 

359 

1.320 

1.330 

1.000 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

2786 

2072 

0.790 

0.740 

1.000 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

222 

3053 

20.000 

13.750 

2.000 

A1 Mashrek Exchange 

Insurance and reinsurance 

350 

5075 

14.500 

14.500 

10.000 

Jordan French Insurance 







1.000 

REFCO Life Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

23031 

25329 

1.100 

1.050 

1.000 

Y armouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

66S 

715 

1.060 

1.070 

1.000 

Holy Land Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Philadelphia Insurance 

5950 

5267 

1.100 

0.890 

1.000 

Arab Union International Insurance 

122 

110 

0.940 

0.900 

1.000 

Jerusalem Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Universal Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

General Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

Middle East Insurance 

— - 

— 

— 

— . 

10.000 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Ahiiya Insurance 

277 

346 

1.290 

1.250 

1.000 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

United Insurance 

300 

300 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

Services and industries 

General Investments 

2017 

2531 

1.260 

1360 

1.000 

lama for Investment and Financial Facilities 

738 

406 

0550 

0.550 

1.000 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

6550 

2652 

0.400 

0.410 

1.000 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 

1050 

315 

0.300 

0.300 

1.000 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 

11000 

15 ZO 

0.630 

0.640 

1.000 

Equipment Leasing & Mai ntenance/Ta'jeeroo .. 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1.000 

International Contracting & Investment 

500 

96 

0.190 

0.200 

1.000 

Jordanian Electric Power 

4486 

6480 

1.450 

1.460 

1.000 

Irbid District Electricity .*. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab International Hotels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Hotels and Tourism 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Garage Ownen Federation Office 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

500 

390 

0.780 

0.780 

1.000 

Jordan Press Foundation 

2360 

8260 

3500 

3.500 

1.000 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Dar AI Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing .... 

7700 

2851 

0370 

0.380 

1.000 

Jordan Dairy 

4500 

4400 

0.980 

0.990 

1.000 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

5188 

10313 

1.950 

2.000 

1.000 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

69165 

85410 

1320 

1.270 

1.000 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

117 

259 

2.210 

2.210 

1.000 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) 

7673 

9904 

1300. 

1.290 

1.000 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

1203 

4697 

3.910 

3.900 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

1.000 

Aladdin Industries 

5470 

6489 

i. 2 «r 

:• i.i70 

1.000 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

63672 

113580 

1.770 . 

1.820 

1.000 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

511 

2306 

4350 

4570 

1.000 

Jordan Ceramics 

4300 

4472 

1.010 . 

1.040 

1.000 

Chemical Industries 

11320 

15734 

1.330 

1.510 

1.000 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 

8194 

4916 

0590 

0.600 

1.000 

Dar Al Dawa’ for Development and Investment 

1129 

1603 

1.410 

1.420 

1.000 

National Sted Industries 

36150 

101378 

2.710 

2.820 

1.000 

Universal Chemical Industries 

48475 

72360 

1.420 

1500 

5.000 

General Mining 

1240 

1513 

1.220 

1.220 

1.000 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

1972 

13923 

7.040 

7.080 

1.000 

Jordan Lime & Brick 

44250 

9215 

0.190 

0.210 

1.000 

National Industries 

— 

— 

' — 



1.000 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan ‘Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

3250 

3730 

1.160 

1.130 

1.000 

Livestock and Poultry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

720 

823 

1.140 

1.140 

1.000 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags ? 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

461 

1365 

2.950 

3.050 

1.000 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

6200 

3399 

0.520 

0.560 

1.000 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

5000 

2750 

0.760 

0.550 

1.000 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Woolen Industries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Tanning 

731 

1425 

1.950 

1.950 

5.000 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Tobacoo and Cigarette 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Mas Industries 

_ 

— 





1.000 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 

29000 

27720 

0.960 

0.980 

1.000 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving 

29760 

21885 

0.760 

0.740 

1.000 

Jordan Sulpbo Chemicals 

16153 

37579 

2540 

2.630 

1.000 

Jordan Cement Factories 

38717 

40524 

1.040 

1.070 

1.000 

Jordan Glass Industries 

Grand total 

3991 

600,978 

3614 

875.439 

0.900 

0.910 

1.000 


it 


'ij 



Number 

Volume 

Contracts 

Regular market: 

231626 

JD 311548 

397 

Top three companies: 
National Steel Industries 

26850 

JD 76278 

35 

Arab Bank Ltd. 

490 

JD 55896 

33 

Intermediate Petrochemical 
Industries 

20295 

JD 25983 

40 

Parallel market: 

74068 

JD 26517 

— 

Development bonds: 

100 

1025 

— 

Treasury MBs & bonds: 

— 

— 

— 


4 

400 

— 


V 
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NEW Y(H&- (AP) — Ireland, led by an American, captured both 
■~ sa ^es ma tches Friday Totake a 2-0 lead over Cyprus Friday in the 
qnarterfmais of the European Zone Groop II Davis Cup tennis 
competition. 

_v : American Peter Wright made his debut foir Ireland with a 6-3, 6-3, 
oyer Aliks Papamichads of Cyprus. In the second match, 
Robbie Dolan recovered from a- shaky start «nrt defeated Jannos 
Jladii^eorgidii 8^5, 6-3,6-4. 

: __Y^oght was promoted xo Ireland’s No. 4 singles spot in the absence 
IJavis P“P veteran Matt Doyle.wbo withdrew this week because 
rr* 68 ?' £“®- Wright,' Doyle is a native of CaKfomia who, because 
of ms Irish heritage, has dual citizenship and opted to play Davis Cup 
for Ireland. 

'~Tlfe teams mil play the doubles match Saturday and complete the 
best-of-five series Sunday with two singles matches. 

Ireland, if it wins, would face the winner of another Davis Cup 
quarterfinal between Norway and Monaco, who split Friday’s two 


Greece beats Turkey 

• In other European Zone Group II competition, Greece took a 2-0 
lead over Turkey as Yiannis Rigas trounced Alattin Karagoz 6-2, 6-1, 
6-1 and Giorgos Kaloveloois beat Yavus Erkarngii 6-1, 6-4, 7-5. 

At Bergen, Norway? Bent Ove Pedersen, Norway’s No. 1 player, 
beat Monaco's Jacques Vmcefioni 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. Monaco’s top 


player, Bernard Bailer ct, then defeated Jon Erik Rustad 6-1, 6-2, 
4-6, 2-6, 6-4 in a three-hour match. 

In an African Zone Group Q semifinal played in Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast, Clement N’Goran, toe Ivory Coast’s No. 1 player, defeated 
Byron Black of Zimbabwe 6-3, 9-7, 1-6, 6-1. Zimbabwe's No. 2 
player, Grog Roger,, was leading the second sin gles match against 
-the Ivory-Coast’s Antoine Beugretche 6-4, 6-4, 6-6 when play was 
suspended because of darkness. The match will be completed 
Saturday, foDowed by the doubles match. 

- The other African. Zone match between Egypt and Morocco was 
.postponed by r&ii)... 

... Hong Kong and Pakistan took 2-0 leads in their Asia-Oceania 
Zone Group n semifinals. 

In Hong Kong, Mark Bailey beat Singapore's top player, Liu Wai 
Yau, and Cohn Grant defeated Mdvyn Pereira, both by identical 
6-1, 6-0, 6-2 scores. 

In Taipei, Taiwan, Pakistan’s Musaf Zia beat Hsu Huang-Jung of 
Taiwan 7-5, 7-5, 6-4 and Haseeb Adam defeated Taiwan's top 
player, Wu Chang-Rung, 6-3, 6-3, 6-4. 

The Euro- African Zone Group I is staging its first-round matches 
this weekend. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN . 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

&10S7 Trttwna Mwfla Servian, Inc. 


HOW MANY TRICKS IS THE KEY 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4KJ5 
9 A Q J 
0 9543 • 

*AQJ 

WEST * EAST 

*109*7 -.4 45 4 2 

9 10*32 9 96.5 . 

v K : y 10 8 7 6 

♦ K842 4 10 93 

• SOUI^- . WM 

4 A Q 3 ■' " rt -' ! V ! 

9 K74- ■ • 

0 AQJ2 . 

4 745 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pass! .< NT ’ Pass 

Pass . Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 4 • 

The simple approach to ‘hands 
such as today's is to Take every fi- 
. nesse in sight. The imdligenl way is 
to decide which you need and which 
you don’t. 

The ability to add is aH that was 
required during the auction. North 
look South’s announced . 16-18 
points, threw in his own 18, and 
came up with enough for a snull 
slam but too little for a grand. So he 
bid what be expected to make. 

West made the safe lead of the 
top of his spade sequence, and de- 


clarer could count right top iricks. 
Therefore, he would have to devel- 
op. tricks in both minor suits to 
bring his total to the required 12 . 
How should be tackle clubs? How 
should be play the diamonds? 

The decision in chibs is easy. 
Since you are going to need at least 
two tricks in the suit, you might as 
well finesse. The diamond answer is 
equally -simple. You don’t know 
howto phiy the suit until you know 
how mahy club tricks you are going ' 
to make. 

Win the first trick in hand and try 
the dub finesse. If it loses, you are 
going to need four tricks from the 
diamonds, so you will need to take 
two finessses. The dab finesse wins, 
though. What now? 

You still don’t know — East could 
be hoiefing up the king of dubs. So 
you return 14 hand and repeat the 
the dub fi nesse. When ir wins again, 
you neeid only three (Esmond tricks. 
The percentage way to play the suit 
is to lead a diamond to the ace. If 
the king drops, you have three 
tricks. If it doesn’t, cross tq the ta- . 
ble, twice if necessary, to lead dia- 
monds toward your hand. That 
guarantees three tricks against any 
bolding except four diamonds to the 
king in the West hand, and you 
could never do anything about that. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“i’ve got spring fever! I’m going 
to take the day off and be 
a' crocus!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wards. 


VOYEC 


REELD 


YONDOB 


PALLAP 


Print answer her?: 


. WHAT WAS THE 
EXPRESSION ON THAT 
ZOMBIE'S FACET 

> 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbtes; PYLON CHAFE BUCKLE FIDDLE 

Answer What barbed wire was first used for- 
“DE FENCE" ‘ , 


Pete Rose 
loses appeal 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pete Rose, 
manager of the Cincinnati Reds 
baseball chib, lost his appeal for a 
reduction of a 30-day suspension 
for pushing an umpire when a 
three-man review panel Friday 
unanimously upheld the harshest 
punishment for a manag er in 40 
years. 

No mention was made of the 
$10,000 fine in a statement re- 
leased by the league. 

The panel of National League 
club executives counted this week 
as part of tjbe suspension, which 
will end June 1. Rose has not 
managed since Sunday because 
he underwent knee surgery. 

Rose was penalised by NL 
president Ban Giamatti Monday 
for twice shoving umpire Dave 
Pallone in the ninth inning of 
Saturday’s Mets-Reds game. 

Hie NL executive committee 
which heard Rose’s appeal con- 
sisted of Bfll Bartholomay, board 
chair man of the Atlanta Braves; 
Claude Brocku, president of the 
Montreal Expos, and Cbub 
Feeney, president of the San 
Diego Padres and former NL 
president. 

“The committee carefully re- 
viewed all of the videotapes of 
the incident, heard evidence from 
Mr. Rose and his representative, 
and heard a full explanation of 
the reasons for tbe suspension 
from Mr. Giamatti," the commit- 
tee said. 

“In view of all of the evidence 
and testimony beard, and after 
careful deliberation, the execu- 
tive committee unanimously up- 
holds tbe 30-day suspension im- 
posed,” die committee said. 

Giamatti immedia tely said he 
was pleased the executive com- 
mittee supported his decision, 
and then modified the suspen- 
sion. 

“I have heard Mr. Rose's ex- 
planation, and in light of his 
service to baseball and the re- 
morse expressed, I will count the 
time he has spent away from the 
team this week as part of his 
suspension. Therefore, rather 
than the suspension ending on 
June 4, bad tbe suspension been 
reimposed as of today, be will be 
eligible to return to managing 
June 1.” 


Villa returns to first division 

LONDON (Agencies) — Aston Villa, a former unart ton, who successfully negotiated tbe play- 
European Champions Cup winner, gained prom- offs against tbe third, fourth and fifth-placed teams 
otiop to the first division by the narrowest of in the second division last season, saved thetn- 
marguis Saturday as the nine-month English selves similar agonies for the second successive 
League soccer season wound np with excitement campaign when centre half Paul Miller scored his 


and drama. 

After just one season in division two, Villa 


first goal of tbe season. 

His lob over goalkeeper Kevin Hitchcock's bead 


returned to the top flight by securing a 0-0 draw at in the 65th minute cancelled out a hotly-disputed 
Swindon, edging out Middlesbrough and Bradford penalty converted by Gordon Dune in the 16th 
City, both of whom lost their nerve and were minute. 

beaten at home. Chelsea, with only one victory in their previous 

Middlesbrough, which led Villa and Bradford by 25 league matches, needed three points to avoid 
a point going into Saturday’s final series of the playoffs, but despite dominating a pulsating 
matches, lost 2-1 to Leicester City. Bradford took final 15 minutes, which saw several off-the-ball 


on an early lead against Ipswich but caved in 3-2. 
Villa, whose form had slumped in recent weeks 


skirmishes, they were unable to score again. 
The last playoff spot went to Blackburn Rovers, 


after dominating tbe second division for long which found Mill wall in too relaxed a mood as it 
periods of the season, ended up with exactly the won 4-1 at the home of the second division 


same goal difference as Middlesbrough. 

But the Midlands team, which won the Cham- 


champions. 

Liverpool, crowned first division titlist almost a 


pions Cup 1982. was promoted by vntue of month ££ ended iB season ^ ham . 

T 8 dockla ”* meriog Sheffield Wednesday 5-1 with a taace of 

temi from East London, already was promoted goals fad, from Pet er Beardsley and Craig John- 
last week as second dms.onehamp.ons. Son; pins one from John Baiies. * 

There was some consolation, however, for i nnmn r. n » 


Middlesbrough and Bradford. Both went into next 


Wimbledon, Liverpool’s opponent in next 
Saturday F.A. Cup final at Wembley, bad a 


“ dedde “ ■" division SSce taoa i; by toi 

P T . f® r . . League match, 1-0 at Norwich. 

Joining them in the series of sudden death i initMl finkhMl mniv>r-im tn T iwr- 


games will be Chelsea, which ended up filling the 


Manchester United finished runner-up to Liver- 
pool in tbe standings after trouncing relegated 


Wth CJxford, Watford and Portsmouth rele- ^gg^j over outgoing champion Everton to clinch 
gated, Chelsea needed to wra a crunch last game of ^hird nlace 
the season, at home to Charlton, to make sure of " 


retaining its first division status. 


Forest beat relegated Oxford 5-3 while Everton 


Any other result would have instead sent Chari- lost 2-1 at' home to Arsenal. 


ton into the playoffs for the second successive 
season. 


Graham Taylor, who took a risk by moving from 
first to second division soccer last season to 


Gordon Diuie gave Chelsea the halftime lead manage Villa, said after Saturday’s promotion- 
with a penalty but an equaliser by Paul Miller after clinching draw: “It's great to be back in the top 
64 minutes earned the visitors a 1-1 draw and flig ht. I think we would have made sure earlier in 
condemned Chelsea, one of the first division’s the season if our home form had matched that on 
most fashionable clubs, to the fourth-fr om -bottom our travels. I’m thrilled for the players, fans and 


playoff position. 


tbe chib itself.” 


Murray: New Zealanders are 
‘making up the rules as they go on’ 


SYDNEY (AP) — Iain Murray, 
head of the Australian En- 
deavour America's Cup Syndi- 
cate, blasted tbe rival New Zea- 
land group led by Michael Fay 
Saturday, saying the New Zealan- 
ders were “malting up the rules as 
they go on.” 

Earlier in the day, Fay’s syndi- 
cate rejected the challenge yacht 
proposed by the Sydney-based 
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HOROSCOPE 

• From the Cairal Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You ' 
mil be tempted to abandon your 
usual procedures and routines to- 
day. but you would be wise to stick 
with fanmiar methods and maintain 
a low profile. Don't take any crazy 

fmnnr-iAl riflka. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Stay 
away from persona with ideas 
radically different from your own, 
and avoid trouble. Show that you 
are loyal to your family. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Don'L do anything that could harm 
your reputation today, and don't be 
critical of a superior. Avoid a 
cauatic-tongnnd individuaL 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Don't change boats in midstream 
today, or you will greatly regret it 
later. You should try to get as much 
rest as possible this evening. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) You may feel that if you . 
change your present situation, you 
will fare much better in the future, 
but don't take any action yet. 

LB0 (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Make it 
a point to avoid persons who you 
know are usually argumentative. 
Don't try to finalize any formal 
agreements at this time. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22} It is 
fine to be helpful to your good 


. friends, but don't weaken them by 
being too generous. Take any 
necessary health treatments. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to OcL 22) Don't 
get invplved in some recreation you 
know very Uttie about this evening, 
as it will probably be too expensive 
and also disappointing, 

SCORPIO (Oct- 23 to Nov. 21) If 
you don’t control your temper, your 
home could become a regular bat- 
tle zone, so be diplomatic and 
restore order and happiness. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Be courteous and cheerful to- 
day, and you wfll benefit immense- 
ly. It is necessary that you use 
. greater than normal care in motion. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You are anxious to make changes 
in property and financ ial affairs, 
but this is not the right time. En- 
joy your family this evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 2) to Felv 19) 
Don't i»li« a chum* ob ruining a 
long-time friendship In order to 
establish a new one. Don’t bring 
any strangers into your home. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
may fed that you cannot stand a 
situation any longer, but one last 
try could turn it around. Avoid an 
argument with your mate. 


syndicate led by Murray and 
businessman Paul Ramsay be- 
cause it doesn't conform to tbe 
America’s Cup requirement of 
being a “like and similar” yacht. 

Despite the rejection, which 
follows a simil ar ruling -by the 
New Zealand group in a chal- 
lenge by the British Blue Arrow 
Syndicate, Murray said the Au- 
stralian group did not plan to take 
legal action against the Mercury 
Bay Boating Chib that Fay leads. 

Murray, the designer and prob- 
able stripper of the boat, said the 
New Zealand decision was not 
unexpected. He said he felt tbe 
New Zealanders never really 
wanted to race against another 
potential challenger in their bid 
to win the America’s Cup from 
tbe defending San Diego Yacht 
Club. 

Murray denied that his prop- 
osed yacht was a “cat-rigged 


skimmer” as claimed by Fay. 
Instead, be said the yacht was 
sloop-rigged and met all the para- 
meters set down by the New 
Zealanders. 

“They are making up the rules 
as they go along,” Murray said. 
“They are not genuine in their 
offer that they want people to 
race against as part of their pre- 
paration for the challenge match 
against San Diego.” 

“We do not want to be in- 
volved in any legal arguments 
over tbe America’s Cup. We are 
not lawyers — we are sailors,” he 
said. “We thought we had a good 
idea and we just wanted to go 
sailing. Now this looks die end of 
it all.’* 

Sail America spokeswoman 
Becky Heyl said Fay’s rejection 
Qf Murray's challenge was “a 
shame.” 


Blushing John favourite for French Guineas 

PARIS (R) — Blushing John, who is likely to start a warm favourite, 
should give Freddie Head his third success in the one mile Poule 
D’Essai des Poulains (French 2,000 Guineas), the first French classic 
of the season, at Longchamp Sunday. The son of Blushing Groom 
has developed over the winter into a striking horse and his 
performance to win the Prix de Fontainbleau over this course and 
distance three weeks ago matched his looks. Making nearly all the 
running, he streaked away from his rivals after only tbe mildest 
urging from bead. His main rival in the field of 10 runners could be 
Cash Asmussen’s Mount French Stress, whose reputation has been 
maria as much on the home gallops as on tbe racecourse. 


Peanuts 


NBA Playoff Series 

Boston’s victory 
over New York ends 
in Knicks’ elimination 

NEW YORK (AP) — Boston’s Larry Bird scored 10 
of his 28 points in the fourth quarter, leading the 
Celtics to a 102-94 victory over New York that 
eliminated the Knicks 3-1 in their first-round 
National Basketball Association (NBA) playoff 
series. 

The final period had eight lead changes, the Iasi one on a basket by 
Dennis Johnson that gave the Celtics an 87-65 edge with 3:38 
remaining in New York. 

The Knicks, behind rookie Guard Mark Jackson, outscored the 
Celtics 27-11 to take a six-point lead in tbe fourth quarter, but Bird 
and Johnson led the way as the Celtics finished the game with a 25-1 Z 
run. Johnson had nine of his 19 points and Bird added six in the final 
6:09. 

Kevin McHale scored 20 points and Robert Parish had IS points 
and 12 rebounds for Boston. 

Seattle is at Denver Saturday for a decisive fifth game. In Sunday's 
fifth decisive games, it will be Cleveland at Chicago and Washington 
at Detroit. The Jazz will open second-round play on the road Sunday 
against the defending champion Los Angeles Lakers. 

Bucks 105, Hawks 99 

Terry C ummi ngs and Jack Sikma led a fourth-quarter rally that 
kept Milwaukee alive by tying the series 2-2. 

Cummings scored 30 points for tbe second straight game, including 
nine in the fourth quarter while Sikma had eight of his 23 in the final 
period. 

The Bucks trailed by four points in the fourth quarter, but Sidney 
Moncrief, Sikma and Cummings brought Milwaukee back in an 11-2 
run- before a frenzied crowd at the Milwaukee arena. 

Atlanta took an 83-79 lead on two free throws by Kevin Willis and 
Glenn Rivers' Steal and Dunk. But Paul Pressey made two free 
throws for the Bucks and Moncrief took an inbounds pass and hit a 
3-pointer to give Milwaukee an 84-83 lead with 7:03 remaining. The 
Bucks led the rest of the way. 

Jazz 111, Trail Blazers 96 

Karl Malone scored IS of his career playoff high 38 points as Utah 
outscored Portland 29-16 in the fourth quarter and advance to the 
second round by taking the series 3-1. 

The Jazz, whose only playoff loss to the Trail Blazers came in the 
first game in Portland, trailed 53-51 at tbe half and 69-66 on Clyde 
Drexler's basket with 5:45 left in the third quarter. 

The Jazz, who got 26 points from Thurl Bailey, led 82-80 after 
three quarters, then outscored Portland 10-4 to open the fourth 
quarter and led 92-84 on Malone's slam with 9:18 left in the game. 
Two straight baskets by Malone put Utah ahead 105-94 with 2:14 left. 

Sabatini, Sanchez reach 
Italian Open semifinals 

ROME (AP) — Second-seeded Gabriela Sabatini, st unn ed in the 
first set, stormed from behind to defeat No. 7 Sylvia Hanika 3-6, 6-1, 
6-1 Friday and reach the semifinals of the Italian Open Women’s 
Tennis Championships. 

Sabatini advanced to a meeting with No. 13 Judith Wiesner of 
Austria, who earlier in the day upset No. 6 Sandra Ceccfaini of Italy 
6-3, 6-3. 

Also reaching the semifinals of the $200,000 clay court tournament 
was eighth-seeded Arantxa Sanchez of Spain, who downed unseeded 
Bettina Fulco of Argentina 6-4, 6-4. 

She win meet the winner of Friday night’s quarterfinal match 
between No. 5 Raffaella Reggi of Italy and No. 14 Helen Kelesi of 
Canada. 

Sabatini, a 17-year-old Argentine ranked No. 5 in the world, 
survived a scare from the 28-year-old West German, 16th 
• Under a scorching sun on the center court of the Foro Italico, 
Sabatini broke serve for a 3-1 lead but watched helplessly as the 
crafty H anika ran off the next five games for the set. 

“At 3-1, she (Hanika) started coming to the net and I couldn't 
concentrate again,” Sabatini said. 

The German left-hander, who was ranked No. 5 in 1983 but only 
recently returned to top form after a series of ailments, confused 
Sabatini with her low heavily-sliced backhand that denied the 
hard-hitting Argentine the pace she thrives on. 


BON S0IR, MONSIEUR FLVINS 
ACE OF UJ0RLP UIAR I ...OUR 
SPECIAL TOPKW IS "PE5 CUI5SE5 
PE 6REN0UILLE5 SAUTEES" 


THE Daily Crossword by Donald B. Gram 


ACROSS 
1 Light talk 

5 D«Ck mop 
9 Stops 

13 Lasso 

14 Actress Rlgg 

15 Hsb. month 
IS Ready for 

business 
17 A.KJL 
IB Alas. Island 
19 “Much — M 
(Sophocfss 
'quote start) 

22 Gr. resistance 
force 

23 Yam measure 

24 Former Chief 
Justice - 

27 Biology and 
chemistry 

32 Ctty In Fta. 

33 Towhead 

34 Chance 

35 Deep red 
.36 Closed 

carriage 

37 Widow's - 
(contribution) 

38 Train dap. 

39 Pompous 

40 Street urchin 

41 Ancient 
Roman ruler 

43 Imperative 

44 Salamander 

45 Jacket 

48 End of quota 

54 Isr. folk dance 

55 Black-marked 
chet 

-56 Circle 

57 Pub quaffs 

58 Stage 
direction 

59 Whit 

60 Interlock 

81 Young ending 

82 Arabian port 

DOWN 

1 Boast 

2 Pueblo Indian 

3 Orange 

4 Lovtngty 

6 Missile 
shelters 




f VO YOU HAVE 
COW CEREAL? 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


JEFFI KNOW 
OTUSTTHEGIRI 
FOR 

you! 




/REALLY? 
r WHAT 
DOES SHE 
s LOOK 
1 LIKE? j 


OH, SHEfe 1 DOth EVADE 


A NICE 

<51 RL/ 


'THE QUESTION 
MUTT/WHAT 
. DOES SHE 
S LOOK r 
l LIKE? / 


WELL, ER f 
WHEN VDU 
SEE HER. 
you wonY 
RUN AWAY/ 


YEAH, BUT 
WILL I 
BACKUP 
AT ALL?. 


b1W8 Tiftuna Madia Services. Ine. 

All Rigtiui HampimJ 

Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 

B Stray animal 


7 Med. sub]. 

8 Court 
boundary 

9 US president 

10 Choir votes 

11 Tone muffler 

12 In addition 
14 Bttriteai cony 

20 Ofhre genus ' 

21 Requirement 

24 Most Inferior 

25 Kind of angle 

26 Capital of 

Bu m MW 

27 Kind of fund 

28 Clone 

29 Ben 

30 Dine at home 

31 Exhausted 
33 Pear 

38 Eng. 
statesmen of 
old 

37 Showy 
blossom 

39 Stand the - 


nncinn nnnra nraran 
norann nnnn nnrin 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnrcnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnn 
non nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnuaHO 
nnnn annuo onnn 
□nnnnnnn nnnnn 
nan nnnn non 
nnnnn nnnnnnn 
Qoonnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 



Andy Capp 


X AM IN THIS t 
HOUSE:, MATE! 


40 Burgeon 48 — Men 

42 Go over again 49 Decrease 


f POT YOUR fidiCE , 
STRAIGHT 
v -YOU'RE NOT > 
> THE ONLY 
/ PERSON WHO 
/ GOES OUT TO f 
l WORK, Y'KNOW l 


43 Sheer 
45 Ctty on the 
Ruhr 

48 Loud blow 
47 Eurytus 1 
daughter 


greduaBy 

50 Punta del — 

51 Ciucllfr 

52 Show 
excessive love 

53 Arch 



A THAT’S IT GO ON 
- HITA MAN 
WHEN HE'S DOWN/ 
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Fresh clashes erupt 


in New Caledonia in 



up to elections 


NOUMEA, New Caledonia (R) — Fresh fighting 
broke out in New Caledonia between French milit- 
ary forces and native Melanesian Kanaks deman- 
ding independence for the South Pacific island 
chain, separatists said Saturday. 


On toe small atoll of Mare, east exchanged fire with soldiers 
of the main island, rebels with armed with machine-guns, one 
hunting rifles stood behind road leader said, 
blocks "of coconut tree trunks and Leopold Joredie. the number 


Lange suspends comments 


on pregnant French agent 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand Prime Minister David 
Lange is awaiting the outcome of 
Sunday's French presidential 
election before commenting 
further on the return to Paris of 
Rainbow Warrior saboteur 
Dominique Prieur. 

When he does speak out. be is 
expected to reject Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac's statement that 
the secret agent was entitled, 
under a U.N.- arranged agree- 
ment between Wellington and 
Paris, to be in France because of 


pregnancy. 

Prieur and fellow agent Alain 
Mafart pleaded guilty to sabotage 
'and manslaughter in bombing the 
Rainbow Warrior, the flagship of 
the environmental group Green- 
peace, in Auckland Harbour in 
1985. The operation was ordered 
by France. 

Lange said nothing Saturday 
after announcing Friday that 
Prieur was returning to France 
from custody on Hao atoll in the 
South Pacific without New Zea- 
land's consent. 

“Madame Prieur is now pre- 


gnant. and the agreement speci- 
fied that under such circumst- 


fied that under such circumst- 
ances she should be brought 
home to Paris.” Chirac said Fri- 
day. “As soon as her condition 
was confirmed by doctors, I de- 
cided to call her back.” 

He bad said in December when 
another saboteur. Alain Mafart. 
was flown home after complain- 
ing of stomach pains that the two 
countries agreed on an automatic 
return to France if they became ill 
or pregnant — a view hotly dis- 
puted by Lange at the time. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gorbachev considers visit to Japan 


MOSCOW ( R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has indicated 
he is willing to visit Japan if it would improve their relations, the 
Soviet news agency TASS said Friday. Gorbachev told Takako 
Doi, chairman of die Japanese Socialist Party, that he needed to 
know what conditions Japan's ruling Liberal Democrats would 
attach to a visit, TASS said. TASS did not say under what 
circumstances Gorbachev would visit Tokyo, but several issues 
have prevented closer ties between the two countries. The Soviet 
Union has held four small islands claimed by Japan since the end of 
World War II. Japan has also expressed concern about tbe Soviet 
military build-up in the Far East and its support for Vietnam's 
presence in Kampuchea. 


Pope starts visit to Latin America 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — Pope John Paul was to start his ninth tour 
of Latin America Saturday, a continent tom by misery and violence 
but seen by the pontiff as the cradle of Christian renovation in the 
21st centu’7. The Pope, 67, was due to arrive in Montevideo 
Saturday afternoon and to be welcomed by Uruguayan President 
Julio Sanguinerti, who is an agnostic. During his 34,420-kilometre 
tour of Uruguay, Bolivia, Peru and Paraguay , the Pope will review 
some of the myriad problems facing the world’s most Catholic 
region. 


George Rose found dead in car 


SANTO DOMINGO (R) — British-born actor George Rose, who 
starred in a Broadway murder mystery, died after bis car ran into a 
ditch and turned over, and authorities said Friday a small bag of 
cocaine was found in the vehicle. Armed Forces Minister Lieute- 
nant General Antonio Imbert Barrera said tests were under way to 
determine if Rose, 68, was under the influence of the drug when he 
died. His death came two weeks before he was to start a. six-month 
national tour in his biggest hit. “The Mystery of Edwin Drood,” for 
which he won a Tony in 1986 as best musical actor. Police said Rose 
was driving alone when his rented car ran into a ditch and flipped 
over near Puerto Plata, where he had a holiday home. The town is 
200 kilometres north of the capital, Santo Domingo. Broadway 
buzzed with rumours that foul play was involved. 


Eight deaths blamed on Sikh militants 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Nine people, including seven from one 
village, were fatally shot overnight in the northern state of Punjab, 
the United News of India (UNI) reported Saturday- Suspected 
Sikh extremists opened fire at a poor farmers’ hamlet late Friday* 
night in Kapurthala district in central Punjab, the news agency 
said. Seven people were killed and four others wounded in the 
firing. UNI said. UNI also said that two Hindu shopkeepers were 
killed in separate overnight attacks in Punjab. The latest deaths 
brought the toll of those lulled by militants in Punjab this year to at 
least 916. 


three of tbe separatists' main 
political group, told Reuters of 
fighting Friday night in the min 
ing town of Canala, north of the 
capital, Noumea. 

There were more reports of 
fighting with French- paramilitary 
gendarmes in the forest on near- 
by Ouvea Island, where French 
commandos Thursday stormed a 
cave and freed 23 hostages held 
for 13 days by Kanak militants. 

Nineteen Kanaks and two 


“That (U.N.) agreement said 
no such thing," Lange said then. 
“It was speofic. It did not pro- 
vide for it. People in the Pacific 
have had babies since time im- 
memorial without going to 
France." 

Lange also said the agreement 
“specifically ruled that the 
agents, and I quote the adjudica- 
tion, 'should be prohibited from 
leaving the island for any reason 
except with the mutual consent of 
the two governments.” 

“New Zealand has given no 
such consent (for Maf art's depar- 
ture),” he added. He said Friday 
Wellington did not consent to 
Prieur's removal either. 

A Dutch Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial visited Prieur on Hao a 
month ago at New Zealand's ex- 
pense. TTiere has been no indica- 
tion from Wellington whether his 
report suggested she was pre- 
gnant. 

Prieur arrived in Paris Friday 
night. She and Mafart were sup- 
posed to spend at least another 
year on Hao for their part in the 
bombing, in which a Dutch crew- 
man was killed. 

Tbe ship had been prepared to 
lead a protest fleet to the French 
nuclear test zone on the South 
Pacific Munuoa atoU. 

The agents are regarded as 
heroes in France. Prieur's arrival 
in Paris is seen by New Zealand 
media commentators as a bid by 
Chirac to further advance his 
election chances after he 
obtained the release of three hos- 
tages in Lebanon this week and 
23 in the Pacific territory of New 
Caledonia. 


Kanak teenagers on Mare, pro- 
testing against the Ouvea raid, 
marched in groups of 10 to local 
paramilitary outposts, offered 
tbemselves for arrest and chal- 
lenged gendarmes to shoot them. 

One youth who identified him- 
self as Bouta told Reuters by 
telephone: “The French govern- 
ment was willing to negotiate for 
three years with the ayatollahs to 
obtain the release of tbe three 
Frenchmen held in Lebanon. But 
with us Kanak people, they were 
unwilling to wait more than two 
weeks.” 

He was referring to the release 
this week of the last three French 
hostages held in Lebanon. 

In Noumea, riot police blocked 
1,000 Kanak demonstrators 
trying to march to the local 
French government high commis- 
sion budding. 

Eight thousand French troops 
and police have been on a state of 
alert since late Friday, following 
threats of violence in the run-up 
to Sunday's French presidential 
election. 

Two Kanak tribes in a town 30 
kilometres north of Noumea 
armed themselves with hunting 
rifles, saying they feared possible 
violence from pro-French settlers 
after the election. 

Joredie said his group, the 
Socialist Kanak National Libera- 
tion Front (FLNKS), was afraid 
of a putsch if conservative Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac, backed 
by most whites here, lost. 

Chirac is facing incumbent 
Socialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand, who favours independ- 
ence for New Caledonia in asso- 
ciation with France. 

The FLNKS has called on 
Kanaks to boycott the poll, 
saying the local French govern- 
ment cares little for their welfare. 
But Joredie said any Kanaks who 
did vote should back Mitterrand. 


Pons ends mission 


At New Caledonia's interna- 
tional airport outside Noumea, 
French Overseas Minister Ber- 
nard Pons said Saturday that he 
was returning to Paris after hav- 
ing accomplished his mission to 
see the release of the 23 hostages. 

The minister, who flew to the 
island chain at the beginning of 
the crisis, told reporters that he 
was saddened by the 19 deaths, 
but said the assault was a neces- 
sary last resort. 

“I tried everything, negotia- 
■tions, dialogue — but that Tailed 
to end the crisis. 

“If we used force, it was only 
because the lives of the hostages 
were at stake,” he said, though 
he added that the territory's 
problems would never be solved 
through violence, but through 
discussion. 

Joredie said efforts by the 
FLNKS to organise a 24-hour 
strike by Kanaks throughout tbe . 
territory Saturday bad been 
largely unsuccessful. 



36 killed in Norway air crash 


Desmond Tutu 


Tutu blasts 
Reagan, 

Thatcher 


OSLO (R) — Thirty-six people (lied when Ibeir 
plane plunged into rocky terrain in central Norway 
late Friday and burst into flames just minutes 
before it was due to land, 

Otav Soendertand, police chief in the northern 
Norwegian town of Bodoe from where a rescue 
operation was launched, told state television that 
several rescue teams on tbe scene bad confirmed 
there were no s u rv i v or s. 

“Tbe plane is ablaze and it’s been difficult to get 
dose to it But 1 can confirm that there were no 
Survivors,” Ik said. 

A number of minor explosions after tbe plane 
crashed forced tbe teams, flown in by helicopter, 
away from the wreck. 

Tbe crash was one of the worst in Norwegian 
history. AO those on board — 33 passengers, 
inducting one chfld, and three crew — were 
Norwegian. Forty people were kflted in 1972 when 
a plane crashed outside Oslo just before Christmas. 

Tbe plane in Friday’s crash, a four-engine, 
short-haul de HaviUand Canada Dash Seven, lost 
touch with tbe ■ airport at Broeuooeysund on 
Norway's west coast just five minutes before it was 
due to land there. 


“It bad jnsi disappeared from the airport's 
radar screen,” Broennoeysund police chief Ragn- 
rakl Seim told Reuters by telephone. “It gave no 
message to the control tower.” 

The plane, behmgmg to the Norwegian domestic 
airline Wideroe, had taken off from the town of 
Trondfadm and stopped at Namsos, before flying 
on to Broennoeysund, some 100 kilometres to the 
north. 


It had been scheduled to land at 1830 GMT. The 
weath er was not good, with low cloud and tight 
drizzle falling. The wreck was found some 16 
kilometres southwest of Broennoeysund. ' 

Small planes are a frequent method of transport 
131 ® en *raJ and north Norway, where tbe moun- 
feilnous and inhospitable terrain can make travel 
by road or rafl impossible. 

Petter Nbsen, director of the Wideroe airline, 
told state television that the plane had registered a 
minor technical fault earlier Friday, but that it had 
been corrected. 

“We have no reason to believe that the cause of 
the crash was any kind of technical fault,” he said. 
“Normally, It's a very safe plane.” 


French soldiers died in tbe 
assault, bringing to 28 the num- 
ber of people killed on the 
archipelago since separatist un- 
rest broke -out two weeks ago. 
Fifteen separatists were captured 
during the May 5 cave raid. 

The French military denied any 
fighting had taken place over the 
last two days. Joredie said there 
were no reports, of separatist in- 
juries. 

Protest marches 


and Kohl 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of 
South Africa has said only an 
“academic distinction” would 
keep U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
from being called racists. 

The black anglican prelate 
singled out the three leaders Fri- 
day because their countries 
blocked U.N. resolutions against 
South Africa's apartheid system. 

“We don't want to drive the 
white people into the sea. we 
don't want to destroy white peo- 
ple,” said Tutu. He won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1984 for his 
non-violent efforts to end apar- 
theid. 

“But is it too much to ask that 
in the land of our birth, we walk 
tall as human beings made in the 
image of God?... to say we want 
to be free?” Tutu asked. 

Tutu addressed a meeting the 
U.N. Special Committee against 
Apartheid on the 25th 
anniversary of the committee's 
founding. 

He called apartheid “as evil, as 
immoral as Nazism ever was.” 

Joining him were tbe Rev. 
Allan Boesak, also an anti-apar- 
theid leader in South Africa, and 
almost 20 speakers, who called 
for renewed dedication to the 
peaceful abolition of apartheid. 

Tbe archbishop said South 
Africa “is able to cock a snoot 
(thumb its nose) to the world and 
say, ‘do your damndest.' because 
the South African government 
knows that when it comes to the 
crunch. President Reagan. Mrs. 
Thatcher and Chancellor Kohl 
will use their veto to protect the 
South African government from 
the consequences of its actions.” 

“We don’t suggest that these 
worthies are racists,” he said in 
.obvious sarcasm, “but it is an 
academic distinction.” 


Kim Dae- Jung 
heads largest 
opposition 
party in Seoul 


SEOUL (R) — Veteran opposi- 
tion leader Kim Dae- Jung .was 
elected bead of South Korea's 
largest opposition party Saturday 
and he pledged to cooperate with 
his political rivals to keep Presi- 
dent Roh Tae- Woo's power in 
;check. 

Delegates at tbe national con- 
vention of the Party for Peace 
and Democracy (PPD) unani- 
mously chose Kim as its presi- 
dent, the post be relinquished 
two months ago under pressure 
from party moderates seeking a 
merger with other opposition 
groups. 

Kim's party helped engineer a 
stunning upset in national assem- 
bly polls April 26, winning the 
largest bloc of opposition seats 
and ending the ruling party's con- 
trol of tbe legislature for toe first 
time in tbe country's history. 

Roh’s Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP) won 125 seats, 25 short of a 
majority in the 299-seat assembly. 
Kim Dae-Jung’s party won 71 
seats, against 59 for the Reuni- 
fication Democratic Party (RDP) 
of his long-time rival Kim Young- 
Sam and 35 for toe conservative 
splinter group New Republican 
Democratic Party (NRDP). 

“Our party will seek to have 
close ties with the RDP and 
NRDP... to launch a joint strug- 
gle against any abuse of official 
power,” an ebullient Kim Dae- 
Jtmg told more than 1,000 sup- 
porters gathered at a convention 
site in Seoul. 

Government shuffles 


Roh, meanwhile, named a new 
interior minister and intelligence 
chief. 

Lee Choon-Koo, 54, former 


British doctors approve 
foetus brain-cell transplant 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
British Medical Association 
(BMA) has given its approval to 
brain-cell transplants using tissue 
from aborted foetuses, but set 
strict guidelines to guard against 
abuse. 

Two operations last month to 
transplant cells from the brain of 
an aborted foetus into that of 
someone suffering from the ner- 
vous condition, Parkinson's dis- 
ease, caused a storm in Britain 
with critics denouncing it as im- 
moral. 

But the medical profession’s 
ruling body announced in a state- 
ment Friday that the operation, 
banned in the United States, was 
acceptable as long as abortions 
were not carried out deliberately 
to obtain transplant tissue. 

“What is clearly quite repug- 
nant and unacceptable is that 
anybody should get themselves 
pregnant in order to provide foet- 
al tissue," BMA Under-Secretary 
John Dawson rold journalists. 

Aborted foetuses would be 
made available only if the women 
involved signed declarations per- 
mitting their use. 

Dawson said toe guidelines rec- 


ognised toe possible benefits to 
people suffering from Parkinson's 
disease while guarding against 
abuse of human tissue. 

The BMA directed that all 
operations in Britain involving 
transplants from foetuses sbould 
be approved by the local medical 
ethical research committee. 


Abortion law defeated 


In another development, a bill 
reducing the time limit for abor- 
tions from 28 to 18 weeks of 
pregnancy failed Friday in toe 
House of Commons. 

The measure, which would 
have made toe first change in the 
law since Britain legalised abor- 
tion in 1967, was filled by de- 
laying tactics toat halted its par- 
liamentary progress. 


A mix of cheers and hisses rose 
from the gallery when tbe house 
leader. Conservative John Wake- 
ham, rejected a final appeal for 
the government to provide extra 
time to secure passage of toe bill. 

During a heated debate, a 
spectator was ejected from toe 
gallery after shouting an expletive 
at a legislator who argued against 
passage. 


Reagan assails Regan over astrology charge 


Ethiopian rebels free Italian captives 


ROME (R) — Ethiopian guerrillas have freed two Italian 
geologists seized last November, the Italian Foreign Ministry said 
Friday. Italy's foreign aid director in Sudan said Salvatore Barone, 
27. and Paolo Bellini, 36, had been handed over to the Sudanese 
authorities and were expected in Khartoum soon, toe ministry said 
in a statement. The two men, who had been conducting geological 
surveys for an Italian engineering company northwest of Addis 
Ababa, were seized by the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party 
November 16 and held near the Sudanese border. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan expressed 
irritation today about an upcom- 
ing book by bis former chief of 
staff that reportedly criticises 
First Lady Nancy Reagan. 

Donal T. Regan's book “For 
toe Record: From Wall Street to 
Washington,’’ is said to reveal 
that Mis. Reagan used astrology 
to determine the timing of the 
president's speeches and tTavei. It 
is expected to be in some U.S. 
bookstores starting Monday. 

The president has denied that 
any of his decisions have been 
influenced by astrology, in which 
the position of the sun, moon and 
stars are studied in toe belief that 
they influence human affairs. 

■ During a photo session at the 
start of a cabinet meeting, repor- 
ters asked Reagan whether he felt 
betrayed or angered by Regan's 
book. • 

"Well. I will sav this, that I 


would have preferred it if he'd., 
decided to attack me, and 
apparently from what we hear 
he's chosen to attack my wile, and I 
don't look kindly upon that at 
all,” the president replied. 

Reagan in toe past has reacted 
sharply to criticism of his wife or 
suggestions that' she interferes or 
has too great a role in administra- 
tion decision-making. 

Regan was frequently at odds 
with the first lady before being 
forced out of his job early last 
year, and Mrs. Reagan’s opposi- 
tion was widely believed to have 
been a factor in his ouster. 

Strobe Talbott, Washington 
bureau chief of Time magazine, 
which will publish excerts of the 
book, said Friday toat Regan's 
book “paints an absolutely devas- 
tating picture of toe Reagan 
administration.” 

“It characterises the kind of- 
inside scene there to be a little bit 


like the court of the medicis... 
with a little bit of Lady Macbeth 
and maybe the Keystone Cops.” 

In comments on the syndicated 
discussion show "Inside Washing- 
ton” scheduled for broadcast 
Saturday. Talbott said the book 
portrays an unidentified San 
Francisco astrologist friend of 
Mrs. Reagan as “a kind of absen- 
tee presence almost at the cabinet 
table or at least right outside toe 
Oval Office, working first 
through Mrs. Reagan." 

Reagan said he did not expect 
his former top staff aide and 
treasury secretary to send him a 
copy of his book. 

“I don't think he's going to 
send one unless I’m prepared to 
send a check in return,” toe 
president said. 

Tom Dawson, a Regan spokes- 
man, said Regen "has had and 
will have no comments regarding 
his book until it is published.” 



Helicopter 
crashes during 
Hanover show; 
two killed 


Kim Dae-Jong 


secretary-general . of toe DJP and 
a close associate of Roh, replaced 
Lee Sang-Hee as interior minis- 
ter, a presidential spokesman 
said. 

Former Justice Minister Bae 
Myung-In, 56, will take over from 
An Moo-Hyuk as toe powerful' 
head of toe Agency for National 
Security Planning, toe govern- 
ment's civilian intelligence arm. 

The .new appointments occur- 
red five days after Roh carried 
out a sweeping reshuffle of toe 
DJP to cope more effectively with 
the opposition-controlled parlia- 


Records suggest possible 
Indian use of missing water 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India 
needed heavy water in J983 when 
15 tones of toe nudear coolant 
vanished while being shipped 
from Norway to West Germany, 
government records show. 

An official with access to toe 
records said Friday be did not 
know how India coped with the 
shortage. Another offidal at the 
Ministry of Science and Technol- 
ogy flatly denied that toe missing 
Norwegian heavy water came to 
India. 

Both spoke on condition they 
not be further identified. 

The Oslo newspaper Verdens 
Gang reported Apfrii'21 toat 15 
tons of heavy water was flown on 
a Liberian-registered West Afri- 
can airlines plane via Basel, 
Switzerland, to Dubai. 

The paper said it then probably 
went to a nuclear reactor in 
Bombay. 

The records show that five 
years ago, India needed to import 
heavy water to augment its own 
stock so it could commission a 
235-megawatt, uranium-fuelled 
reactor at Kalpakam, 80 
kilometres south of Madras in 
southern Tamil Nadu state. 

The commissioning of toe plant 
was to take place in 1982. but it 
was delayed for lack of heavy 
water, the official said. 

The plant finally went into op- 


eration Jan. 27, 1984. several 
monthsafter the Norwegian con-' 


signment went astray. 

The government officials could 
not say the country from where 
India obtained heavy water for 
toe Kalpakam plant: 

Heavy water, or deuterium ox- 
ide, looks like ordinary water but 
has an extra neutron and cools a 
nudear reactor by moderating 
the speed of neutrons released in 
a chain reaction. 

It enables the reactor to run on 
1 natural uranium instead of en- 
riched uranium fuel and to pro- 
duce plutonium, which can be 
used for nuclear weapons. 

India's nuclear power program- 
me has been based on natural 
uranium and heavy water. 

The offidal at the Ministry of 
Sdence and Technology said that 
when India needs extra heavy 
water, it imports it from toe 
Soviet Union. 

Norway refuses to sell heavy 
water to India because it has not 
signed the nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty. 

India has refused to sign the 
agreement because it believes it 
discriminates against developing 
countries by preserving nudear 
capabilities for a few developed 
nations. 

India has six heavy water 
plants. 


Only half of world’s children 
immunised against polio 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) said Friday only half the 
world's children are immunised 
against polio and 275,000 chil- 
dren are stricken with the disease 
in developing countries each 
year. 

Dr. Halfdan Manler. outgoing 
director-general of the WHO, 
called for a campaign to eradicate 
the disease worldwide by the year 
2000. The WHO, the World 
Bank, toe U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development (AID) and 
other relief agendes spend S150 
million a year to immunise chil- 
dren against polio and five other 
major childhood diseases — 
measles, diptheria, wooping 
cough, tetanus and tuberculosis. 

The WHO estimated the agen- 
cies would have to increase toat 
budget to £500 million to achieve 
the goal of wiping out polio, as 
smallpox was eradicated a decade 
ago. 

Individual countries are spend- 
ing S350 million annually to im- 
munise their children. That 
effort, too, needs to be stepped 
up. according to a report from the 
Geneva-based health organisa- 
tion. 

Polio, which terrorised U.S. 
families in the 1950s before de- 
velopment of vaccines, is rare in 


developed countries. There was 
one reported case in the United 
States in 3986, and the WHO said 
transmission of toe polio virus is 
expected to be eradicated from 
the American hemisphere by 
1990. 


The disease attacks the central 
nervous system in severe cases 
and causes paralysis; one in 10 
people paralysed by toe infection 
dies. In its mild form, polio is 
characterised by headaches, sore 
throat and fever. 

Ten million people in toe world 
are lame because of polib, toe 
WHO said. 


It said the countries with toe 
most reported cases of toe 
in 1986 were: India 14,600 cases; 
Afghanistan 1,843 cases; Viet- 
■ nam 1.600; China 1,537: Bang- 
ladesh 810; Brazil 665; toe Philip- 
pines 533 and Laos 523. 

The WHO believes only one in 
10 cases worldwide is reported to 
its Geneva headquarters. 

The organisation said it costs 
S10 to immunise a child against 
polio and other major diseases. 
The costs may be higher, howev- 
er. to reach children in remote 
parts of toe world, it said. 

Infants can be given' oral doses 
of polio vaccine at six, 10 and 14 
weeks of age. 



HANOVER (AP) — A British 
air force helicopter crashed dur- 
ing an intematinal air show, bur- 
sting into flames and creating 
panic among people milling 
around tbe exhibits. 

Officials said two people 
aboard toe aircraft were killed 
and at least seven others seriously 
injured Friday when the copter 
struck a passenger loading ramp 
with its rear rotor and crashed.. 

One end of toe helicopter flip- 
ped up and wedged against the 
side of toe mangled ramp about 
five metres above the ground. 
Officials said there were several 
explosions after the aircraft 
crashed and toat flames shot 
more than 7.5 metres in toe air. 

A British soldier using 
hand signals to guide the helicop- 
ter for landing was among those 
seriously injured, the royal air 
force said in a statement issued 
from British army of the Rhine 
headquarters in Moenchenglad- 
bach. 

Officials said one of the sol- 
dier's legs was blown off in tbe 
explosion 
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investigation revealed toat tl 
man had been responsible for 
series of unsolved murders < 
young women and schoolgir 
over a period of years, carried oi 
“from sexual motives.” 


$175,000 paid for 

Beethoven 

manuscript 


LONDON (AP) — A private 
collector paid £93,500 ($174,845) 
Friday for a manuscript of Beeth- 
oven's revisions of bis Ninth Sym- 
phony, his last. “I came here 
specifically to boy the documents,” 
said toe British collector, who 
refused to give his name. Tbe 
work, commissioned by the 
Philharmonic Society of London, 
was first performed in Vienna in 
1824. The three autographed 
pages of music, which have been 
recently authenticated, include 27 
bars of alterations' to As in- 
strumental pan" of the **Qde to 
Joy,” the choral finale to ""Sym- 
phony no. 9 in D, Minor.- 
Sotheby’s said Beethoven" wrote 
the manuscript “in bfe : nsnal 
haphazard style, “The ablations 
are not written down-' hi any.. 

order, but are seemingly .'jotted 

down at random,- . moving rbacR- 
wards and forwards trfove- 
ment to movement, scape .evep 
added in pencil oh top dt earlier 
instructions.” • • • kV'.- 
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